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1 PURPOSE 

 
The Town of Comox recognizes public art as a valuable contributor to community well-
being, civic identity, and cultural vibrancy. This policy is intended to promote and support 
the integration of community-appropriate artwork into public spaces throughout the 
municipality through a transparent and community-oriented approval process.  

 

2 DEFINITIONS 

 
“Art work” refers to original creations or designs intended to be installed or displayed in public 
spaces for the purpose of enhancing the visual, cultural, or social environment. Artwork may 
include, but is not limited to: 
 

• Sculptures (freestanding, wall-mounted, or integrated into architecture or 
landscape) 

• Murals or painted surfaces 
• Functional art (e.g., artist-designed benches, bike racks, or lighting) 
• Installations incorporating various media (e.g., wood, stone, metal, glass, fabric, or 

digital elements) 
• Monuments or commemorative works 
• Interactive or kinetic pieces 
• For the purpose of this policy, "artwork" does not include mass-produced 

decorations, commercial signage, or unofficial graffiti. 
 
“Community Appropriate” means artwork that: 
 

A. Does not reflect negatively on the Town’s image 
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B. Does not include depictions of violence, weapons, pornography, alcohol, cannabis, or 

tabaco 
 

C. Does not discriminate against any member or group in the community.  
 

3 SCOPE 

 
Any significant artwork to be placed by a member of the public or community group on or in 
Town of Comox land, property, or buildings.  
 

(a)   For clarity, this policy does not apply to art work initiated by any department 
within the Town of Comox or minor artworks installed by the Town of Comox 
including temporary murals, paintings, or other items placed in or on Town 
buildings.  

 

4 POLICY 

 
Council of the Town of Comox will approve or deny any public art projects or requests. Any 
public art projects or requests will be forwarded to the Pearl Ellis Gallery for review and 
recommendation prior to Council consideration. 
 
The Town of Comox has no allocated budgetary funds to support public art applications. 
 

5 PROCEDURES 

 
Applicants will submit a completed application to the Town of Comox Corporate Officer. This 
application will include:  
 

(b) A detailed description and or sketch of the artwork 

(c) An explanation how the proposed project will support the goals in the Town’s 
Downtown Action Plan, Economic Development Plan, how the art will compliment 
the downtown or fit into broader beautification goals, or how it will otherwise 
benefit the community.  

(d) Budget and materials list 

(e) Suggested placement location and method 

(f) A detailed maintenance and decommissioning plan 
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The Application Fee listed under 5.01 will be $50.  
 

(a) The Pearl Ellis Gallery shall be exempt from this fee.  

 
The Corporate Services Department will review the application for completeness and submit any 
completed applications plus a $50 review fee to the Pearl Ellis Gallery. If determined appropriate 
the Corporate Services Department may also refer the artwork to any other body including the 
Comox Valley Archives and Museum. 
 
Applications will be reviewed by a committee determined by the Pearl Ellis Gallery and any other 
referred agency. The Pearl Ellis Gallery will provide a recommendation and any other comments 
to the Comox Council for their consideration. 
 
Upon receipt of a decision by the Pearl Ellis Gallery and any comments from other referred 
agencies a report for Council will be prepared and submitted which includes a completed 
application form, communications plan by the Corporate Services Department, comments from 
the Pearl Ellis Gallery and other referred agencies, and a completed application form. 
 

6 Responsibilities 

 
Unless otherwise agreed to all maintenance and decommissioning costs are borne by the 
applicant.  
 
All art work will remain the property and responsibility of the applicant and can be removed or 
decommissioned at any time according to the decommissioning plan by either the Town or the 
artist. 
 
The Town may, for any reason, request the applicant decommission the art work at any time. 
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