
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 17, 2024

Call to Order:  5:00 p.m.
Meeting Location:  Council Chambers, 1801B Beaufort Avenue, Comox

We respectfully acknowledge that the land on which we gather and work is on the Unceded Traditional Territory of the 
K'ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land.

1. INTRODUCTION AND APPROVAL OF LATE ITEMS:  NIL

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA:

THAT the April 17, 2024, Regular Council Meeting agenda be Adopted.

Adoption of Agendaa.

3. DELEGATIONS:  NIL

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES:

THAT the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting, held in Council Chambers on 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024, be Adopted.

Regular Council Meeting Minutesa.(4)

5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MINUTES AND REPORTS:

THAT the Minutes of the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting, held in Council 
Chambers on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, be Received.

Strategic Planning Committee Meeting Minutesa.(8)

6. CONSENT AGENDA:

THAT the Consent Agenda items as follows be received for information:

a. Raymond Morin, d'Esterre Seniors Centre Association: Thank you for grant.

b. Steve & Sandra Chambers: BC Assessment error.

c. James Warren, CVRD:  Introduction to Strategic Housing Initiatives.

d. Rachel Blaney, MP: Stepping down from NDP.

Consent Agendaa.(10)
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA OF WEDNESDAY APRIL 17, 2024

TOWN OF COMOX

(10) a. Consent Agenda

e. Joanne Robertson: Request for yard waste drop-off site.

f. Ravi Kahlon, MLA: Bill 16 Legislation.

g. Todd Wallace, Macdonald Wood Park Society: Appreciation for Town Parks workers.

h. Bill Lawrence: Reinstatement of SFU Football Program: A Call for Support.

i. Nisa Johnston, City of Langford: Support for Bill C-277.
(11) UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

THAT Council receives the April 17th, 2024, Report from the CAO titled “2024 Council 
Funding Requests Updated” for information.

2024 Council Funding Requests Updateda.(27)

Brian McKay (Comox Valley Citizens on Patrol) - Overview of the activities in Comoxb.
ITEM SUMMARY:  At the Regular Council Meeting on April 3, 2024, Brian McKay from the
Comox Valley Citizens on Patrol presented an update. CV COPS has been safeguarding the
community for twenty-nine years, collaborating with ICBC and the RCMP to deter crime
and enhance safety. They are seeking ongoing support from the Town of Comox.

Dayna Forsgren (Comox Valley Coalition to End Homelessness) - Annual update and
2024 funding request

c.

ITEM SUMMARY:  At the April 3, 2024, Regular Council Meeting, Dayna Forsgren from
Comox Valley Coalition to End Homelessness presented an update on the current situation
of homelessness in the Comox Valley. The organization is asking Council to consider
allocating $40,000 towards Homelessness and Supports Service (HSS) funds to support
initiatives aimed at addressing homelessness.

8. SPECIAL REPORTS:  NIL

9. BYLAW ADOPTIONS:

THAT Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.1850.41 be Adopted.

Rezoning Application RZ 23-5:  Zoning amendment to permit a liquor store at 692 
Anderton Road

a.(29)

10. NEW BUSINESS:

THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws to be created with an increase in revenue 
of 5.47% for residential properties on the general municipal levy.

2024 Tax Rate Settinga.

1.

(36)

THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws to be created with an increase in revenue 
of 5.00% for business properties on the general municipal levy.

2.
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA OF WEDNESDAY APRIL 17, 2024

TOWN OF COMOX

THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws to be created with an increase of 5.00% 
for light industrial properties on the general municipal levy.

2024 Tax Rate Settinga.

3.

(36)

THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws be created with an Infrastructure 
Renewal Fund amount of $51.70 to the average business property on the general 
municipal levy.

4.

THAT Council endorses submission of a $50,000 grant application to the Union of BC 
Municipalities Asset Management Planning Program in order to obtain additional 
condition data on the Town’s sanitary sewer system; and

THAT Council supports the Town of Comox utilizing the Grant and providing overall 
Grant management, if the funding application is successful.

UBCM Asset Management Planning Program - Grant Applicationb.(41)

11. NOTICES OF MOTION:  NIL

13. LATE ITEMS:  NIL

14. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:  NIL

15. MEDIA QUESTION PERIOD:  NIL

16. PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD:  NIL

17. RESOLUTION TO GO IN-CAMERA:  NIL

18. RISE AND REPORT FROM IN-CAMERA:  NIL

CORPORATE OFFICER

ADJOURNMENT
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Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting,

Present:

Absent:

Call to Order:

N. Minions

The meeting was called to order at 5:01 p.m. with 6 members of the public in attendance.

Mayor

Nil

We respectfully acknowledge that the land on which we gather and work is on the Unceded Traditional 
Territory of the K'omoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land.

Councillors S. Blacklock, K. Grant, C. Haslett,
J. Kerr, J. Meilleur, M. Swift

J. Wall, Chief Administrative Officer
C. Dallamore, Corporate Coordinator
E. Henley, Director of Finance

Staff Present:

held in Council Chambers on Wednesday April 3, 2024

TOWN OF COMOX

1. INTRODUCTION AND APPROVAL OF LATE ITEMS:  NIL

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
a.

THAT the April 3, 2024, Regular Council Meeting agenda be Adopted.
Adoption of Agenda

Adoption of Agenda

(2024.140)   --   CARRIED
3. DELEGATIONS:

a.

Dayna Forsgren from Comox Valley Coalition to End Homelessness presented an update on the 
current situation of homelessness in the Comox Valley. The organization is asking Council to 
consider allocating $40,000 towards Homelessness and Supports Service (HSS) funds to support 
initiatives aimed at addressing homelessness.

Delegation - CV Coalition to 
End Homelessness

Dayna Forsgren (Comox Valley Coalition to End Homelessness) - Annual update and 2024 
funding request

b.

Brian McKay from the Comox Valley Citizens on Patrol presented an update. CV COPS has been 
safeguarding the community for twenty-nine years, collaborating with ICBC and the RCMP to 
deter crime and enhance safety. They are seeking ongoing support from the Town of Comox.

Delegation - CV Citizens on 
Patrol

Brian McKay (Comox Valley Citizens on Patrol) - Overview of the activities in Comox

Approval Pending
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TOWN OF COMOX - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
a.

THAT the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting, held in Council Chambers on Wednesday, 
March 20, 2024, be Adopted.

Regular Council Meeting 
Minutes

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

(2024.141)   --   CARRIED
b.

THAT the Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting, held in d'Esterre Seniors' Centre on Wednesday, 
March 20, 2024, be Adopted.

Public Hearing Meeting 
Minutes

Public Hearing Meeting Minutes

(2024.142)   --   CARRIED
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MINUTES AND REPORTS:  NIL

6. CONSENT AGENDA:
a.

That the Consent Agenda items as follows be received for information:

1. Peter Sinclair, Executive Director (Loaves and Fishes Community Food Bank Society):
Request for letter of support for Loaves and Fishes Community Food Bank Society's
project to construct their new 25,000 square foot warehouse in Nanaimo.

2. Karen Blank:  Request for Town to consider seasonal excess yard waste drop off.

3. Heather James:  Complaint about appearance of garbage trucks.

4. Nick Smiley:  Request for Town to reconsider family membership requirements for
Community Centre Fitness Studio.

Consent Agenda
Consent Agenda

(2024.143)   --   CARRIED
THAT Item 2 (Karen Blank: Request for Town to consider seasonal excess yard waste drop off) be 
removed from the consent agenda for discussion.

(2024.144)   --   CARRIED
THAT Item 3 (Heather James: Complaint about appearance of garbage trucks) be removed from 
the Consent Agenda for discussion.

(2024.145)   --   CARRIED
THAT Item 4 (Nick Smiley: Request for Town to reconsider family membership requirements for 
Community Centre Fitness Studio) be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion.

(2024.146)   --   CARRIED
THAT Item 1 (Peter Sinclair, Executive Director (Loaves and Fishes Community Food Bank Society): 
Request for letter of support for Loaves and Fishes Community Food Bank Society's project to 
construct their new 25,000 square foot warehouse in Nanaimo) be removed from the Consent 
Agenda for discussion, and

THAT a letter of support be provided.
(2024.147)   --   CARRIED

Approval Pending
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TOWN OF COMOX - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
a.

 THAT Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1850.41 be given Third Reading.
692 Anderton Road

Rezoning Application RZ 23-5:  Zoning amendment to permit a liquor store at 692 
Anderton Road

(2024.148)   --   CARRIED
b.

THAT Council receive the April 3, 2024, Report from the Director of Operations and the Asset & 
Facilities Manager, titled “Comox Bay Sailing Club”, for information.

Comox Bay Sailing 
Association

Comox Bay Sailing Club Sailing Club

(2024.149)   --   CARRIED
c.

Council confirmed that the town employs a designated arborist position, an arborist is available 
for contract use, and the Urban Forest Management Plan will address many of the delegations 
concerns.

Delegation - Urban Forests

Mel McLauchlin - Potential impacts of Bill 44 on our urban forests (March 6, 2024, 
Delegation)

8. SPECIAL REPORTS:  NIL

9. BYLAW ADOPTIONS:  NIL

10. NEW BUSINESS:  NIL

11. NOTICES OF MOTION:  NIL

12. CORRESPONDENCE:
a.

THAT the email dated March 18, 2024, from Major Blake McNaughton, Air Boss/Air Operations 
Director of the 19 Wing Comox Armed Forces Day Airshow, be received and permission granted 
for RCAF Aircraft to perform flybys as low as 500 feet during the planned 19 Wing Comox Armed 
Forces Day airshow for transit, practice, and shows scheduled for May 16, 17, and 18, 2024, in 
Comox, BC.

Correspondence - 19 Wing 
Comox Armed Forces Day

Major Blake McNaughton (19 Wing Comox):  Special Event Flyby Request

(2024.150)   --   CARRIED
b.

The letter was received for information.

Correspondence - 2024 
AVICC Resolution

Mayor Michelle Staples (City of Duncan):  Request for support for AVICC resolution to 
remove Fail to Appear Charges in police statistics

13. LATE ITEMS:  NIL

Approval Pending
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TOWN OF COMOX - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

14. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:
a.

Councillor Blacklock advised that he attended the following:
-Comox BIA event (planning is underway for the Downtown Comox Summer Fest/ Market Day
on June 22)
-CV Substance Use Collaborative (event planned on June 11 at Filberg Centre)

Councillor Blacklock

b.
Councillor Swift reported a very successful Easter Event at the Filberg Lodge where over 1100 
people attended.

Councillor Swift

c.
Councillor Haslett advised that he attended the following:
-d'Esterre Seniors Centre AGM
-Comox Fire Rescue Bi-annual Firefighter Youth Camp

Councillor Haslett

d.
Councillor Kerr advised that he attended a Coalition and Homelessness meeting and reminded 
everyone about the following events:
-Elected Officials Forum on Tourism, hosted by the CVRD on April 16
-Trade Show at the Filberg Centre in Courtenay to discsuss regional housing issues, hosted by
Vancouver Island RENT on April 18

Councillor Kerr

e.
Councillor Grant adivsed that he had nothing to report.
Councillor Grant

f.
Councillor Meilleur advised that she attended a Food Policy Council meeting.
Councillor Meilleur

g.
Mayor Minions advised that she had nothing to report.
Mayor Minions

17. RESOLUTION TO GO IN-CAMERA:  NIL

18. RISE AND REPORT FROM IN-CAMERA:  NIL

Adjournment:

Certified correct pursuant to Section 97(1)(b) of the Community Charter.
CARRIED

CORPORATE OFFICER

MAYOR

Regularly moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn at 6:11 pm

Approval Pending
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The Agenda was Adopted.

Minutes of the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting,
held in Council Chambers on Wednesday April 10, 2024

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.

Mayor Minions respectfully acknowledged that the land on which we gather and work is on the unceded 
traditional territory of the K'ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land.

TOWN OF COMOX

Present:

Absent:

N. MinionsMayor

Nil

Councillors S. Blacklock, K. Grant, C. Haslett,
J. Kerr, J. Meilleur, M. Swift

J. Wall, Chief Administrative Officer
S. Russwurm, Corporate Officer
E. Henley, Director of Finance
M. Kamenz, Director of Development Services
S. Ashfield, Director of Operations

Staff Present:

1. DELEGATIONS:

Chris Fields and John von Hausen provided a presentation regarding the Comox Business in Action
Economic Development and Downtown Action Plan.

a. Chris Fields (Rynic):  Economic Development and Downtown Action Plan

2. STRATEGIC PRIORITIES REPORT:

Council had a general discussion of the Strategic Priorites and Action Items report for April 10, 2024.

a. Strategic Plan Scorecard Update

3. DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Council had a general discussion of the New Apartment and Townhouse Zoning Regulations and
Development Permit Area Guidelines.

a. Council Handout on “New Apartment and Townhouse Zoning Regulations and
Development Permit Area Guidelines”

4. STAFF REPORTS:  NIL

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF WEDNESDAY APRIL 10, 2024 Page 1
Approval Pending
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TOWN OF COMOX - STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

5. CORRESPONDENCE:  NIL

Adjournment:

Certified correct pursuant to Section 97(1)(b) of the Community Charter.
CARRIED

CHAIR

Regularly moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn at 8:25 p.m.

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF WEDNESDAY APRIL 10, 2024 Page 2
Approval Pending
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April 1, 2024 

Dear Mayor Minions and Councillors; 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of d’Esterre Seniors Centre Association I want to thank you for the grant 
that you decided to make to our association. 

This grant will allow us to move forward in hiring an Executive Director for our centre.  

This management capacity within our organization will allow us to move forward in making the necessary 
operational changes in our association.  It will also allow us to move the needle from an Operational Board 
to a Governance Board.  In this manner we will be able to recruit and retain well qualified board members 
while avoiding board burnout.   

We greatly appreciate the Town of Comox’s support which will allow us to continue providing important 
recreational and creative opportunities for our 1200-member organization. 

Our partnership over the last 48 years has been very beneficial to all parties involved.  We look forward to 
celebrating our 50th Anniversary together in 2025.  

Fond regards; 

Raymond Morin 

Cfile: 1850-30/2024 Copies: Council
JW/EH/SR/CD

RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 1, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-089

1850-30/20 MR

RCM
17-Apr-24
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From: Steve Chambers 
Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 10:47:22 AM 
To: Nicole Minions <NMinions@comox.ca>; Steve Blacklock <sblacklock@comox.ca>; K Grant 
<kgrant@comox.ca>; Chris Haslett <chaslett@comox.ca>; Jonathan Kerr <jkerr@comox.ca>; Jenn 
Meilleur <jmeilleur@comox.ca>; m swift <mswift@comox.ca> 
Subject: BC Assessment error -  Comox BC  

*Warning* This E-Mail originated from outside The Town of Comox. *Please open with
Caution*

Hello Mayor and Council, 

I am writing to you to request an adjustment to our 2024 taxes. 
I’m making this request as suggested by Town Staff as it seems that there is no policy to address 
past errors in property assessments. 
In August of 2023, BC Assessment corrected an error in their database and reduced our finished 
basement area  from 1,150 sq. ft. to 575 sq. ft. for  ( see e-mail below). 
This misinformation had been in place since we bought the house in 1993.  
I was told by Town Staff that the value in this change would be approximately $80 annually. 
In effect, we have overpaid our property taxes by $80 X 30 years  =$2400. 
This is not an insignificant sum for seniors on fixed incomes. 
Our request is that the Town reduce our 2024 taxes by this amount for one time only. 
We appreciate you giving this your consideration. 
Best Regards, 

Steve and Sandra Chambers 

From: Shust, Joanie BCA:EX [mailto:joanie.shust@bcassessment.ca] 
Sent: August 3, 2023 9:53 AM 
To: 'scchambers@shaw.ca' 
Subject: BC Assessment inquiry -  Comox BC 

Hello Steven Chambers, 

As per our conversation today, based on the inquiry you made on July 31, 2023, I have corrected the 
information regarding the finished basement area for your house from 1,150 sq. ft. to 575 sq. ft.  

This correction has resulted in a decrease to the assessed value of $20,000 based on last years 
assessment rates. The dollar amount of the correction may change depending on the market movement 
this year which will effect the rates used to create the assessments for the 2024 Roll. 

As discussed, the best time to call to discuss discrepancies in the data for your property and possible 
corrections to the assessed values is during the months of January through to March 15th. 

Respectfully, 

Cfile: 0400-03/1970-01

Copies: Council
JW/SR/EH/CD RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

March 26, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-090

0400-03/19 MR

RCM
17-Apr-24
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Joanie Shust  
Appraiser

joanie.shust@bcassessment.ca

Office: 1-866-valueBC (825-8322) x 06236  
901 - 5800 Turner Road | Nanaimo, BC V9T 6J4 | bcassessment.ca

BC Assessment’s Nanaimo office is located on the traditional territories of the Snuneymuxw Nation of the Coast Salish People

Regular Coluncil Meeting April 17, 2024 Page 12



Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 

770 Harmston Avenue, Courtenay, BC V9N 0G8 
Tel: 250-334-6000     Fax: 250-334-4358 
Toll free:  1-800-331-6007 
www.comoxvalleyrd.ca

The Comox Valley Regional District respectfully acknowledges the land on which it operates is  
on the unceded traditional territory of the K’ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land. 

April 4, 2024 

Sent via email only:  ggarbutt@courtenay.ca; jwall@comox.ca; mmason@cumberland.ca  

Geoff Garbutt, CAO 
City of Courtenay 

Jordan Wall, CAO 
Town of Comox 

Michelle Mason, CAO 
Village of Cumberland 

Dear Chief Administrative Officers: 

Re: Introduction to Strategic Housing Initiatives  

The Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD) is undertaking three strategic housing 
initiatives that have been identified by the Board to support existing policies and 
partnerships for the creation of affordable and supportive housing and the prevention 
and reduction of homelessness.  

1. Regional Growth Strategy Housing Action Plan: Aims to prioritize the Regional
Growth Strategy (RGS) goal of ensuring a diversity of affordable housing options
(i.e. RGS Goal 1). Coordinated action by the CVRD and its member municipalities
will help identify and guide addressing housing needs throughout the Comox
Valley. Action Plans were identified as implementation tools during the RGS review
scoping exercise undertaken in 2022/2023.

2. Homelessness Needs Assessment and Community Plan: Identifies and
responds to the need for housing and support services for people who are
homeless, or at-risk of being homeless. The Community Plan intends to mobilize
regional resources around strategies to prevent and decrease the occurrence and
duration of homelessness and support residents in achieving housing stability
through a three to five-year community plan.

3. Direct-Action Feasibility Study: Examines the feasibility of direct-action
approaches for the CVRD to realize the creation of new affordable housing units.
This includes exploring options for land acquisition and assembly, the provision of
capital grants as well as the creation of an independent housing entity that could
build and operate non-market housing.

Cfile: 0400-60/6410-01

Copies: Council
JW/SR/MK/KG/CD

RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 4, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-091

0400-60/64 MR

RCM
17-Apr-24
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Page 2 

Comox Valley Regional District 

These three projects were launched in early 2024 and are scheduled for completion in 
late spring/early summer 2024. Staff have retained Vink and Associates consultants to 
assist with the Housing Action Plan and the Direct-Action Feasibility Study Work. 
Resilience Planning has been awarded the contract to develop the Homelessness Needs 
Assessment and Community Plan.  

CVRD staff will follow up with you and your staff to share information about municipal 
staff engagement in the Housing Action Plan and the Housing Needs Assessment and 
Community Plan. Staff understands that municipal staff are presently involved with a 
significant volume of work related to the December 2023 amendments to the Local 
Government Act. We will therefore work to ensure engagement is relevant to advancing 
or supporting that work, addressing various priorities of Council (that have been brought 
forward as Board priorities), and making efficient use of staff time. Generally, we will 
work through the Regional Growth Strategy Technical Advisory Committee (and/or their 
staff). If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

J. Warren

James Warren 
Chief Administrative Officer 

cc: Lisa Kilpatrick, Manager of Community Development and Resilience 
Jake Martens, General Manager of Corporate Services 
Alana Mullaly, General Manager of Planning and Development 
Cassandra Vink, Vink and Associates 
Lisa Moffatt, Resilience Planning 

/tw 
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April 4, 2024 
Campbell River, BC 

Dear Mayor Nicole Minions and Council, 

This letter is to advise you that I have recently met with my caucus and leadership to 
advise them of my intentions to step down as NDP Whip as of April 4, 2024. 

A strong sense of duty and social commitment initially brought me to politics after 
years of serving my community in the non-profit sector.  I have had the honour of 
serving the constituents of North Island-Powell River for the last 9 years however 
family circumstances, which I had not anticipated, will require my attention in the 
coming years.  I have therefore decided not to run in the next federal election. I will 
remain your Member of Parliament until the next election, which must be held by 
October 2025. 

It has been an incredible journey and a true privilege to serve as Member of 
Parliament for the people of this riding. I have resigned the position as Whip so that 
I may use the rest of my term to focus on my increasing family and constituency 
needs. 

I thank you for your continued partnership and collaboration for the betterment of 
the communities we serve and look forward to working together until the end of my 
term. 

Sincerely 

Rachel Blaney, MP / Députée (she/her/elle) 
North Island - Powell River 
Coast Salish, Kwakwaka'wakw and Nuu-chah-nulth Territory 

Copies: Council
Senior Staff

RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 4, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-092

0400-40 MR

RCM -
17-Apr-24
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From: no-reply@web-response.com <no-reply@web-response.com> 
Sent: Friday, April 5, 2024 4:47 PM 
To: Town of Comox – Administration <town@comox.ca> 
Subject: Webform submission from: Contact Us > Content rows 

Submitted on Fri, 04/05/2024 - 16:46 

Submitted by: Anonymous 

Submitted values are: 

First name: 
Joanne 

Last name: 
Robertson 

Phone: 

Email: 

Feel free to ask us a question or provide feedback: 
Hello 
I am a home owner in Comox. First I would like to say that I am very much in support of the 
new curbside collection of garbage, recyclables and compost. It has been working very 
well for my family, until gardening season. Many of the beautiful gardens in Comox, 
including mine produce far more yard waste than the compost bins can hold. I now have 3 
extra bins and 8 large paper yard waste bags filled as well as my green bin sitting in my car 
port. At the rate that I am storing yard waste, it will be Christmas before it is all carted 
away. I worry that rats might want to build nests in this excess yard waste.  
I see that the City of Courtenay has arranged for a free seasonal yard waste drop-off. Today 
I called your office and was so disappointed to hear that the town of Comox has no plans 
for the same. I urge the town council to rethink this and consider providing a yard waste 
drop-off site.  

Thank you, 
Joanne Robertson 

Council
JW/SA/CP/SR/KG/CD

RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 5, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-094

5350-40 MR

RCM
17-Apr-24
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Cfile: 0400-20/6410-01
Copies: Council
JW/SR/MK/CD

RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 8, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-095

0400-20/64 MR

RCM
17-Apr-24
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From: todd wallace <toddwallace92@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 9:50 AM 
To: Town of Comox – Administration <town@comox.ca> 
Subject: Robbie Nall and MacDonald Wood Park 

*Warning* This E-Mail originated from outside The Town of Comox. *Please open with
Caution*

Dear Mayor Minions and Comox Town Council. 

The Macdonald Wood Park Society (MWPS) would like to publicly thank Mr Robbie Nall. 
Robbie and his team of workers have done a beautiful job of maintaining the Mac Wood 
Park. The recent upgrades to the trails, dangerous tree removal and overall maintenance 
has not been done without the communities appreciation. 
In addition Robbie has been eager to work with the MWPS and a small group of dedicated 
volunteers. Last fall we planted many native species along the Crouteau road side of the 
park. Robbie’s team has assisted by providing mulch, watering and assistance with our 
daunting task of invasive plant removal. 
Thank you to the Town of Comox Council for support and in particular Robbie Nall. 

Sincerely, 
Todd Wallace 
Secretary MWPS 

Cfile: 6130-20/0220-50

Copies: Council
JW/SR/SA/RN RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 9, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-096

6130-20/02 File

RCM
17-Apr-24
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From: Bill Lawrence 
Sent: Monday, April 8, 2024 8:00 PM 
To: Town of Comox – Administration <town@comox.ca> 
Subject: Reinstatement of SFU Football Program: A Call for Support 

*Warning* This E-Mail originated from outside The Town of Comox. *Please open with
Caution*

Dear Mayor Nicole Minions and Councillors of Comox, 

I hope this email finds you well.  My name is Bill Lawrence, and I'm a three-term Councillor 
for the City of White Rock, as well as an alumnus of Simon Fraser University's football 
program.  I am reaching out to you today to seek your assistance in advocating for the 
reinstatement of a football program that has left an indelible mark on my life and the lives 
of countless others over the decades. 

As a former student-athlete at SFU, I can attest to the transformative power of participating 
in collegiate sports. The values of teamwork, discipline, and perseverance instilled in me 
during my time on the football field have been instrumental in shaping not only my 
character but also my ability to serve our community effectively. However, I was 
disheartened to learn of the discontinuation of the SFU football program, a decision that 
deprives current and future students of invaluable opportunities for personal and athletic 
growth. 

Please take a moment to read the attached letter and record a ten second message, 
and send it in this week. Perhaps you went to SFU or know someone who has?  Your 
support in this endeavor would be greatly appreciated.   

Warm regards, 

Bill 

--  
Bill Lawrence 

This e-mail message (including attachments, if any) is intended for the use of the individual 
or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, 
proprietary, sent without prejudice, confidential and exempt from disclosure. If you are not 
the intended recipient, you are notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of 
this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify the sender and erase this e-mail message immediately.  

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-098

MR

RCM
17-Apr-24

RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 8, 20240400-01

Copies: Council
JW/SR/CD
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S+R [Basic info for filming video for social media] 

A few Quick Tips for Creating Compelling Videos for Social Media: 
 Keep the camera steady. 

 Use a tripod if you have it 
 Stand it up against a book 
 Build a stand out of lego! 

 If audio is key to the story: 
 Be sure to have the room as quiet as possible 
 Speak clearly 
 Turn off all background music 
 If you have a mic – use it! 

 Don't use digital zoom!! 
 This is a big NO as it will be blurry video footage every time! 

 Lighting is key. 
 Do not sit with a window BEHIND you or you will be a shadow 
 Place a window (or light) to the side or in front of you to light you up 
 Almost any night time video on a mobile phone will be grainy + blurry 
 Experiment with the lighting to get the best result you can 

 SHOOT HORIZONTAL 
 See here: 

 Always upload the original un-edited files! 
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Let’s Bring It Back! - Call for video submissions

Dear

SFU Football advocate,

I write this le er to you on behalf of the SFU Football Alumni Society (SFUFAS) and all those impacted by 
the termina on of the Simon Fraser University football program on April 4th, 2023. 

For 58 years, SFU football has served as a launching pad for young student athletes, sta , and 
community across the province and country! 

We are asking for your help to “Bring it Back”.

We are in the process of crea ng a video montage to build football community engagement across 
Canada as we con nue to grow the movement calling for the reinstatement of SFU football to hold SFU 
administra on accountable. 

We respec ully ask that you consider submi ng a 10 second clip of yourself sharing the following:

- Your name
- Community or occupa onal tle
- A brief statement of support for SFU football
- End with the phrase ‘let’s bring it back”.

This video montage will be shared on all major social media pla orms and sent to major media outlets 
for circula on of our messaging. 

You can submit your message to Jared Harman with Search and Rescue Marke ng Agency by Monday, 
April 15th, 2024, to jared@searchrescue.ca.

On behalf of the SFUFAS, we thank you for your support, and…

Let’s Bring it Back!

In solidarity,

Mark Bailey
President
SFU Football Alumni Society

k B
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From: Agendas <agendas@langford.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2024 10:39 AM
Subject: City of Langford - Support for Bill C-277 

*Warning* This E-Mail originated from outside The Town of Comox. *Please open with
Caution*

support for Bill C-

their families, and the greater community. Private Member's Bill C-277 (44- - First Reading - 
- Parliament of Canada

Nisa Johnston
Legislative Services Administrative Coordinator

City of Langford
t 250.478.7882
2nd Floor, 877 Goldstream Avenue | Langford, BC V9B 2X8

Please review our email privacy policy at langford.ca/privacypolicy

Copies: Council
JW/SR/CD

RECEIVED 

TOWN OF COMOX 

April 11, 2024

LOG: REFER: AGENDA:

FILE: ACTION:

24-099

0400-60 MR

RCM
17-Apr-24
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STAFF REPORT 

   Meeting: April 17, 2024   

TO: Mayor and Council FILE: 

FROM: Jordan Wall, Chief Administrative Officer DATE: April 17, 2024 

SUBJECT: 2024 Council Funding Requests Updated 

Report Approved: 

Jordan Wall, Town 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: 

THAT Council receive the April 17th, 2024, Report from the CAO titled “2024 Council Funding 
Requests” for information. 

ALTERNATIVES TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT Council approve the inclusion of ($X of funding) for (insert agency name) into the yearly 
operating budget expenses.  

PURPOSE 

To provide Council the opportunity to make decisions on all community funding requests in the 
2024 budget. 

This report has been updated to reflect funding decisions already made by Council. 

BACKGROUND 
Council received delegations from the Coalition to End Homelessness and Citizens on Patrol at 
their April 3rd 2024 meeting. Council has also provided direction for a Grant in Aid policy as well 
as Permissive Tax Exemption policy to be submitted for consideration.  

A number of funding requests have been made to Council that would require funding in 2024. 
Council has completed its operating, capital, and special projects budget. 

Already Approved 
Nautical Days:  $28,000 
CAMS:  $32,500 
Sid Williams Theatre*:  $25,000 
Comox Valley Arts Gallery:   $5,000 

1850-30
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D’Esterre $40,000 
BIA (Halloween, Tree Lighting, Summer Fest)  $11,600 
Nautical Days  $10,000 
Total: $152,100 

Undecided Funding Requests 
RCMP- Community Policing Crime Stoppers: $10,850 
Coalition to end Homelessness: $40,000 
Total: $50,850 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

A 1% increase in taxes will generate ~$95,000 in revenue and result in a $15 increase on a representative 
household. Any funds not approved in this report can be used to offset tax increases later in this agenda. 

Charge on 
Representative house 

Change from 2023 

Infrastructure Gap $51
Capital Increase $7
Water Parcel Tax $5
Sewer Parcel Tax $5
Water – Flat Rate* $41
Water – Metered 
Rate* 

$8 

Sewer* $45
Refuse* $67
Operating $56
RCMP $22
Total $266 

*amounts vary depending on service

The currently approved increases result in a $266 per household increase or $0.73 cents per day 
to maintain a property in Comox but do not include decisions on closing the infrastructure gap.  

GOVERNANCE CONSIDERATIONS 

As Council has no Grant in Aid policy, staff have no policy basis to provide a recommendation. 
As such, this report has been provided to Council for information.  
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To: Mayor and Council File: RZ 23-5 

From:  Marvin Kamenz, Director of Development Services 

Elliot Turnbull, Planner II 
Date: April 17, 2024 

Subject: Rezoning Application: RZ 23-5 

Zoning amendment to permit a liquor store at 692 Anderton Road 

RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: 

1. That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1850.41 (Attachment 1) be Adopted.

PROPOSAL 

The proposal is to amend the zoning bylaw to permit a liquor store on 692 Anderton Road located 

within a new commercial building. The site is zoned for a proposed commercial building and this zoning 

amendment is only to permit a liquor store within the commercial building. 

Prepared by: 

Elliot Turnbull, Planner II 

Supervisor: 

Marvin Kamenz, Dir. Devel. 

Serv. 

Report Approved: 

Jordan Wall, CAO 

STAFF REPORT 

Meeting: 04-17-2024 
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REPORT SUMMARY 

Subject Property: 

692 Anderton Road 

Property Size: 0.47 ha  

Owner: Sechelt Holding Inc. 

Applicant: Ron Davis 

Property Contains: Vacant 

Legal Address: LOT A SECTION 70 COMOX 

DISTRICT PLAN EPP27899 

Surrounding Land Uses: Commercial 

development to the north. Industrial and 

residential to the west. Industrial to the south. 

Multifamily residential to the east.

Key Issues: 

Relocation of 
Liquor Store 

The applicant is proposing to construct a new six-unit commercial building. One of the units is 
intended to accommodate a relocation of the existing liquor store currently located at 651 
Anderton Road. The C3.1 zone only permits a liquor store at 651 Anderton Road. To relocate 
the existing liquor store from 651 Anderton to the subject property, a Zoning Bylaw text 
amendment is required.    

Proposed 
Amenities 

As an amenity for rezoning, the applicant is proposing the following: 
- Tree Protection Covenant for the retention and protection of two existing trees and

24 landscape trees;
- Oil grit separator provision and maintenance covenant; and,
- One dual charger level 2 electric vehicle charging station to service two parking stalls

and a provision and maintenance covenant.
Schedule 1 Outstanding Items includes registration of the covenants prior to adoption of 
Bylaw No. 1850.41.  
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Council Decision 
To proceed with adoption of Bylaw No. 1850.41. 

Decision options Implications 

Recommended 

Application is complete. 
1. Council Adopts Bylaw No. 1850.41.

2. Alternative 1 - Council may alter Bylaw
No. 1850.41

Third Reading would need to be repealed. 
Alterations must not do any of the following: alter 
the use, increase the density, decrease the density 
without owner’s consent, or alter the residential 
tenure in any area. If alterations to the bylaw do 
any of these, another Public Hearing will be 
required. 

3. Alternative 2 - Council defeats the bylaw Application would not proceed. 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINKAGE 

This report addresses the following strategic priorities identified in the 2022-2026 Strategic Plan 

Strategic Priority Areas of Focus 

Balanced Community Planning Strategic Growth - We will balance the 
benefits of growth with the livability of our 
seaside community. 

Community Addition - We will ensure that 
each new major development adds positively to 
the community through appropriate amenity 
contributions and/or other community benefits. 
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BACKGROUND 

Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1850.41 was given Third Reading on April 3rd, 2024. The outstanding items 
(registration of a Tree Protection Covenant for the retention and protection of two existing trees and 24 landscape 
trees and an Oil grit separator and Electric Vehicle Charging Station provision and maintenance covenant) have 
been completed. 

MK/ET 

Attachments: 

1. Proposed Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1850.41
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ATTACHMENT 1 

BYLAW NO. 1850.41 
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TOWN OF COMOX 
BYLAW NO. 1850.41 

 
A BYLAW TO AMEND COMOX ZONING BYLAW 1850 

 
WHEREAS Council has the authority under the provisions of the Local Government Act to amend the 
Zoning Bylaw; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Town of Comox, in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1. Title 
 

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1850.41” 
 
2. Amendments 

 
1. Comox Zoning Bylaw 1850, Schedule A, is hereby amended by  

 
a. replacing Section 305.2(3) with the following text: 

 
(3) A liquor store shall only be permitted on: 
 

(a) LOT A SECTION 70 COMOX DISTRICT PLAN EPP27899 
 

2. Comox Zoning Bylaw 1850 is further amended by making such consequential changes as are 
required to reflect the foregoing amendments, including without limitation changes in the 
numbering and order of the sections of the bylaw.  

 

4. Adoption  

 
READ A FIRST time this   21st day of February, 2024 
 
READ A SECOND time this   21st day of February, 2024 
 
ADVERTISED A FIRST time this  6th day of March, 2024 
 
ADVERTISED A SECOND time this  13th day of March, 2024 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this  20th day of March, 2024  
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READ A THIRD time this   3rd day of April, 2024 
 
ADOPTED this             day of       , 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
        MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
        CORPORATE OFFICER 
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To: Mayor and Council File: 

From: Jordan Wall, Chief Administrative Officer Date: April 17th 2024 

Subject: 2024 Tax Rate Setting 

Report Approved: 

Jordan Wall, CAO 

RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: 

1) THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws to be created with an increase in revenue of 5.47%

for residential properties on the general municipal levy.

2) THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws to be created with an increase in revenue of 5.00%

for business properties on the general municipal levy.

3) THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws to be created with an increase of 5.00% for light

industrial properties on the general municipal levy.

4) THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws be created with an Infrastructure Renewal Fund

amount of $51.70 to the average business property on the general municipal levy.

ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: 

1) Council can direct that the tax changes for any class be changed but should do so in a way that

results in overall net stability to total revenue collected.

2) THAT Council approves the tax rate bylaws be created with an Infrastructure Renewal Fund

amount that reflects the business property class multipler.

STAFF REPORT 

04/17/2024

1970-02
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PURPOSE 

To seek Council’s direction for the tax rate setting for the 2024 fiscal year and the 2024-2028 Financial 
Plan.  

BACKGROUND 

Throughout Council’s budget deliberations for the 2023-2027 Financial plan decisions have resulted in 

the needed revenue increases two areas described below: municipal tax levy and Infrastructure Renewal 

Fund. As Council examines these numbers it is important to remember that the percentage increases 

below show the overall revenue increase required. The actual class increases and property type 

increases may be different based on how Council chooses to shift the tax burden.  

Municipal Tax Levy 

 2024 Increase  Impact on Rep Household 

Capital Expansion 0.46% $7.12 

Inflation 3.61% $55.81 

Policing 1.4% $21.65 

Non Market Growth* Nil nil 

Total 5.47% $84.58 

The non-market growth was estimated at $135,000 with the completed roll and council had allocated 50% 

($67,000) towards increases in grants and the remaining 50% towards increases in staffing hours in the Parks 

Department.  The non-market growth has shrunk to $99,900 (approx.) with the reduced increases in the Revised 

Roll. This will need to be addressed in the 2025 fiscal year.  

The Town of Comox is heavily reliant on residential taxes and as such shifting amounts between classes 

to alter the amount to collect from representative properties is difficult. A reduction of1% in residential 

taxes (an approximate change of $15.50 on the representative household), holding all else equal would 

result in a further 6% ($426) change in the business class for a total of a 11% ($781). Alternatively, 
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decreasing the business tax by 0.5% ($35.55) would result in a needed increase of .083% ($1.28) in the 

residential taxes. Utilities rates are capped by the Province and thus can’t be raised by Council.  

• 1% change in Residential taxes equals approximately $15.50 in costs to the representative 

household. 

• 1% change in Business Taxes equals approximately $71.11 in costs to the average business. Due 

to the wider range of business valuations compared to residential it is more difficult to 

understand the impact to the ‘average’ business compared to the ‘representative’ household. 

 

Administration is recommending the following increases: 

 

Please note there has been a large change in the assessed values within the recreation class significantly 

changing the “average” property. The suggested change is to normalize the taxes paid by the properties 

within this class.  

Infrastructure Renewal Fund 
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Council has provided direction to Administration to close the infrastructure gap over the next 10 years 

by collecting $51.70 from each representative property annually. One item that has not been discussed 

is how Council wishes to apportion this increase between the business and residential classes. The Town 

already collects the maximum amount of funds from the Utilities class and as such can not add the fund 

to that class. Given the small amount of funds which would be collected from the other classes (Farm, 

Recreation, and Light Industrial) and the added complexity it will add to this decision, administration is 

recommending those classes not be considered in the 2024 tax rate setting.   

As such, Council has three choices in this regard:  

1) Collect all funds from residential (will require a higher increase on residential next year). 

2) Collect $51.70 from the representative property from both business and residential classes. 

3) Collect $51.70 from the representative residential property and $222.16 from the average 

business property. (This uses the business class multiple of 4.297). 

Revenue Scenarios 

Scenario Residential 

Property 

Amount 

Collected 

Business 

Property 

Amount 

Collected 

Total 

Collected 

1 $51.70 $313,200 $0 $0 $313,200 

2 $51.70 $313,200 $51.70 $15,300 $328,500 

3 $51.70 $313,200 $222.16 $65,500 $378,000 

Administration is recommending that Council proceed, in 2024, with scenario 2 to allow more time to 

fully examine this issue as it was not something considered during the creation of Infrastructure 

Renewal Fund 

ANALYSIS/ ISSUES/ IMPLICATIONS 

Financial  
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Utility Charges Change from 2023 

Water Parcel Tax $5 

Sewer Parcel Tax $5 

Water – Flat Rate* $41 

Water – Metered Rate* $8 

Sewer* $45 

Refuse* $67 

Total $163 (Flat Rate) 

$130 (Metered Rate) 

*These costs are set by the Comox Valley Regional District and are passed on as a flow  through by 
the Tow n.  

GOVERNANCE CONSIDERATIONS 

Q: The level of tax increase is too high, how can I make this lower? 

A: The current increases are to fund the decisions that Council has made through its capital and 
operating budgets. The ability to decrease costs can only be done through a reduction in service levels 
or through increasing the Town’s infrastructure deficit. Through comparative analysis provided to 
Council in the past Comox has a lower than industry average supporting staff for a community of our 
size and a comparatively lower tax burden as well. Decreasing costs or reducing cost growth must be 
accompanied by a decrease in service levels directed by Council or increasing the infrastructure deficit.  
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 STAFF REPORT 

                                                                           Meeting:  April 17,2024 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  

 

 

TO: Mayor and Council FILE: 1855-04-2024 

FROM: Shelley Ashfield, Director of Operations DATE: April 12, 2024 

SUBJECT: Grant Application - UBCM Asset Management Planning Program 

 

Prepared by: 

 

Craig Perry, 

Engineering Manager 

Supervisor: 

Shelley Ashfield, 

Director of Operations 

Financial Approved: 

 

Edward Henley, Director of 

Finance 

Report Approved: 

Jordan Wall, Corporate 

Administrative Officer 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER: 

 

That Council endorse submission of a $50,000 grant application to the Union of BC 

Municipalities Asset Management Planning Program in order to obtain additional condition data 

on the Town’s sanitary sewer system.  

 

That Council support the Town of Comox utilizing the Grant and providing overall Grant 

management, if the funding application is successful. 

 

PURPOSE 

 

To obtain authority from Council to apply for a grant opportunity from the UBCM Asset 

Management Planning Program for additional sanitary sewer condition assessment of the Town’s 

existing sanitary sewer system. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN LINKAGE 

 

2024 Strategic Priorities includes improving ground level data collection and continue to 

modernize internal processes. Obtaining current condition information on assets will allow for 

the prioritization of asset replacement. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Asset Management Planning program was created by UBCM in 2014 with the intent of 

assisting local governments in delivering sustainable services by extending and deepening asset 

management practices within local governments in BC. The 2024 Asset Management Planning 

program is providing matching grants of up to $25,000 to support activities that advance a local 

government’s asset management planning or practices to provide better integration of asset 

management planning with long term financial planning. 
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Staff Report to Mayor and Council  

Grant Application - FCM Municipal Asset Management Program (MAMP) Page 2 

 

 

Inflow and infiltration (I&I) is an ongoing concern with municipal infrastructure and as such the 

Town continues to deal with I&I on an ongoing basis.   

 

I&I is when water from the environment enters the Town sanitary system and gets treated when 

it doesn’t need to, increasing sanitary sewer costs to the Town.  Infiltration refers to groundwater 

entering the system and inflow refers to rainwater entering the system.  

 

The Town currently has an I&I program in place where we do an annual sanitary manhole 

inspections and repairs as needed. The Town’s current financial plan has an annual budget amount 

of $53,000 for this service. Additional sanitary sewer condition assessment would provide 

information to support sound rehabilitation and/or replacement decisions on the sanitary sewer 

system. The objective of the assessment is to evaluate sewer assets without expending 

unnecessary time and resources. 

 

The funding under this grant program is 50% of total eligible costs to a maximum of $25,000. 
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