
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 18, 2018

Adoption of the Agenda

TOWN OF COMOX
1809 Beaufort Avenue
Comox BC  V9M 1R9

Ph:  (250) 339-2202
Fx:  (250) 339-7110

Call to Order:  5:30 p.m.

Meeting Location:  Council Chambers, 1801B Beaufort Avenue, Comox

We respectfully acknowledge that we live, work and play on the traditional lands of the K'ómoks First Nation ... Gila'kasla … Hay ch q’ a’

1. DELEGATIONS:  NIL

2. MINUTES OF MEETINGS:  NIL

That the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council, held in Council Chambers on 
Wednesday April 4, 2018, be Approved.

Regular Council Meeting Minutesa.(7)

That the Minutes of the Public Hearing, held in Council Chambers on Wednesday April 
4, 2018, be Approved.

Public Hearing Meeting Minutesb.(11)

That the Minutes of the Special Meeting, held in Council Chambers on Wednesday, 
April 11, 2018, be Approved.

Special Council Meeting Minutesc.(27)

3. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  NIL

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

That the Management Report for April 18, 2018 be received and filed for information.

Management Report - April 18, 2018a.(29)
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA OF WEDNESDAY APRIL 18, 2018

TOWN OF COMOX

That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1872 be amended as follows:
a.   by replacing Schedule 1, Section 825.1 subsection (1) with the following text:
      (1)  Accessory structures and uses, excluding
            (a) buildings other than those used for solid waste collection, recycling 
collection or dwelling unit accessory uses; and
            (b)  outside storage

b.   by replacing Schedule 1, Section 825.2 subsections (3) and (4) with the 
following text:
      (3)  All permitted uses shall be located within a portion of a building, 
completely enclosed by exterior walls, except for restaurants, child care facilities, 
produce stalls, landscape material, accessory structures and accessory uses 
other than solid waste collection and recycling collection; and 

       (4)  Notwithstanding Section 825.10(4), no solid waste collection or recycling 
collection shall be located within 12.0 metres of any lot line abutting a Residential 
or Multi-Family Residential zoned parcel.

c.  by deleting Schedule 1, Section 825.11 (1) and renumbering remaining sub-
sections accordingly.

Rezoning Application:  RZ 17-1 / Development Permit Application:  DP 17-1 (618 & 634 
Anderton Road)

b.

1.

(31)

That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1872 be given Third Reading as amended 
(Attachment 2); and

2.

That Comox Phased Development Agreement Authorization Bylaw 1873:  618 
Anderton Road be given Third Reading (Attachment 3).

3.

That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1874 be given Third Reading; and

Rezoning Application:  RZ 17-10 / Development Permit 17-6 / Development Variance 
Permit Application:  DVP 17-1 (1170 Lazo Road)

c.

1.

(69)

That Comox Phased Development Agreement Authorization Bylaw 1875:  Lazo 
Road be given Third Reading.

2.

That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1880 be given Third Reading; and

Rezoning Application: RZ 18-2 (Cannabis Regulation)d.

1.

(123)

That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1880 be Adopted.2.

5.  SPECIAL REPORTS:  NIL

6.  BYLAWS:  NIL

That Comox Parks Use Bylaw No. 1881, 2018 be Adopted.

Bylaw 1881:  Comox Parks Use Bylaw No. 1881, 2018a.(127)

That Comox Business Regulation Bylaw No. 1882, 2018 be Adopted.

Bylaw 1882:  Comox Business Regulation Bylaw No. 1882, 2018b.(139)

7.  NEW BUSINESS:  NIL
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA OF WEDNESDAY APRIL 18, 2018

TOWN OF COMOX

8.  CORRESPONDENCE:  NIL

9.  LATE ITEMS:  NIL

10.  DELEGATIONS:  NIL

11.  REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:

12.  MEDIA QUESTION PERIOD:

13.  PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD:

14.  EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC:

Deputy Corporate Administrator

ADJOURNMENT
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Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting,
held in Council Chambers on Wednesday April 4, 2018

Present:

Absent:

Councillors

Call to Order:

P. Ives

R. Arnott, K. Grant, M. Grant
H. MacKinnon, B. Price, M. Swift

There were  visitors in attendance.

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.

Mayor

The Agenda was Adopted.

Nil

TOWN OF COMOX

1.  DELEGATIONS:  NIL

2.  MINUTES OF MEETINGS:

That the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council, held in Council Chambers on Wednesday 
March 21, 2018, be Approved.

RCM Minutes

a. Regular Council Meeting Minutes

(2018.070)   --   CARRIED

That the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting, held in Council Chambers on 
Wednesday March 28, 2018, be Received.

COW Minutes

b. Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes

(2018.071)   --   CARRIED

That the proposed Parks Use Bylaw No. 1881, 2018 and proposed Business Regulation 
Bylaw No. 1882, 2018 be forwarded to Council for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Readings.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS:

Mobile Vending Program

(1) Mobile Vending Program

(2018.072)   --   CARRIED

That Policy No. ALL - 010, Managing a Privacy Breach, be approved.

Privacy Breach Policy

(2) Managing a Privacy Breach - Policy No. ALL - 010

(2018.073)   --   CARRIED

THAT Council authorize the Corporate Administrator to renew the lease agreement 
between 5th Base and the Town of Comox for that portion of land legally described as Lot 
A, District Lot 194, Comox Land District, Except Plan 48028, Plan VIP43953 commonly 
known as Highland Park for the purposes of occupying and operating a concession stand 
in Highland Park for a three year term ending May 22, 2021.

5th Base Licence to Occupy

(3) 5th Base - Highland Park Concession - Renew Licence to Occupy

(2018.074)   --   CARRIED

Approval Pending
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TOWN OF COMOX - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

That staff provide a report on where parking can be located on Beckton Drive between 
Noel Avenue and the 90 degree corner, based on a no cost option.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS:

Beckton Drive Parking

(4) Beckton Drive Parking

(2018.075)   --   CARRIED

3.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:  NIL

4.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

That the Management Report for April 4, 2018 be received and filed for information.

Management Report

a. Management Report - April 4, 2018

(2018.076)   --   CARRIED

5.  SPECIAL REPORTS:  NIL

6.  BYLAWS:

That Bylaw No. 1881 (Comox Parks Use Bylaw No. 1881, 2018) be given First, Second and 
Third Readings.

Parks Use Bylaw

a. Bylaw 1881:  Comox Parks Use Bylaw No. 1881, 2018

(2018.077)   --   CARRIED

That Bylaw No. 1882 (Comox Business Regulation Bylaw No. 1882, 2018) be given First, 
Second and Third Readings.

Business Regulation Bylaw

b. Bylaw 1882:  Comox Business Regulation Bylaw No. 1882, 2018

(2018.078)   --   CARRIED

7.  NEW BUSINESS:

That staff prepare a report for potential recommendations that would improve Town of Comox 
air quality with respect to wood burning.

Notice of Motion - Air Quality

a. Notice of Motion (Councillor Arnott) - Town of Comox Air Quality

(2018.079)   --   CARRIED

That the following be received:
- the April 4, 2018 Planning Report PR 18-5;
- the March 29, 2018 letter/report from Jim Dumont, P. Eng. regarding the NE Comox
  Storm Water Management Plan; and
- the March 1, 2018 draft report titled "North East Comox Neighbourhood Stormwater 
  Management Plan - Phase 3 of 3".

NE Storm Water Management 
Plan

b. Planning Report:  PR 18-5 Draft NE Comox Storm Water Management Plan Development 
Phase 3 Report

(2018.080)   --   CARRIED

Approval Pending
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TOWN OF COMOX - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

8.  CORRESPONDENCE:

The note received March 27, 2018 from Barbara Martin, regarding attention given to 
Shakesides, was received and filed for information.

Shakesides

a. Barbara Martin - Thank you for the attention given to Shakesides.

(2018.081)   --   CARRIED

9.  LATE ITEMS:  NIL

10. DELEGATIONS:  NIL

11. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:

Councillor Price advised that she attended:
- the Comox Archives and Museum Society AGM,
- two Regional District board meetings, and
- a Regional District water committee agenda review meeting.

a. Councillor Price

Councillor Swift advised that she attended:
- the Filberg Heritage Lodge and Park Association AGM, 
- the Volunteer Coffee, and
- the Comox Fire Youth Camp closing activities.

b. Councillor Swift

Councillor Arnott advised that he attended:
- the Comox Fire Youth Camp closing activities,
- the Filberg Easter Egg Hunt, and
- the Eagle FM appreciation evening.

c. Councillor Arnott

Councillor MacKinnon advised that he attended:
- a Homelessness Coalition meeting,
- the Comox Easter Eggstravaganza event,
- the Comox Fire Youth Camp guest speaker evening,
- the Pearl Ellis Gallery and Museum AGM, and
- the Eagle FM appreciation evening.

d. Councillor MacKinnon

Councillor Grant advised that she attended:
- the Comox Archives and Museum Society AGM,
- a farewell event for Jeremy Dunn, and
- an Island Health public forum.

e. Councillor Marg Grant

Councillor Grant advised that he attended two regional district board meetings.

f. Councillor Ken Grant

Mayor Ives advised that he attended:
- the Top 20 Under 40 executive judging session,
- an Island Coastal Economic Trust board meeting,
- the Comox Fire Youth Camp closing activities, and
- an Island Health public forum.

g. Mayor Ives

14. EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC:  NIL

Approval Pending
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Adjournment:

Regularly moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn at 6:11 p.m.

Certified correct pursuant to Section 97(1)(b) of the Community Charter.

CARRIED

CORPORATE OFFICER

MAYOR

Approval Pending
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Public Hearing Minutes Approval Pending  Page 1 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018   

Minutes of a Public Hearing,  
held in d’Esterre House on Wednesday, April 4, 2018 

              

 

Present: Mayor P. Ives 

 Councillors  R. Arnott, K. Grant, M. Grant,  

H. MacKinnon, B. Price , M. Swift 

Absent:   Nil  

 

Call to Order: 

The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

There were approximately 100 members of the public in attendance. 

PUBLIC HEARING STATEMENT 

Mayor Ives made the following statement: 

This Public Hearing is hereby convened pursuant to Section 464 of the Local 

Government Act for the purpose of hearing representations from those persons who 

believe that their interest is affected by the proposed: 

1. Rezoning Application RZ 17-1 (618 & 634 Anderton Road) 

a. Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1872 

b. Discharge of Restrictive Covenant EK048266 

c. Comox Phased Development Agreement Authorization Bylaw 1873:  618 

Anderton Road 

 

2. Rezoning Application RZ 17-10 (1170 Lazo Road): 

a. Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1874 

b. Comox Phased Development Agreement Authorization Bylaw 1875:  Lazo Road 

3. Rezoning Application RZ 18-1 (Veterinary Clinic Text Amendment): 
 

    a.  Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1879 

4. Rezoning Application RZ 18-2 (Cannabis Regulation): 

  a.  Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1880 
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Public Hearing Minutes Approval Pending  Page 2 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018   

The proposed bylaws have received first and second readings, but have not passed 

third reading or been adopted by Council.  Notices of this Public Hearing have been 

published in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act.  Also, a 

copy of the proposed bylaws, supporting documentation and any submissions to 

Council received from the public have been available for inspection at Comox Town Hall 

as required by the Local Government Act.  Copies are also available for review at the 

desk of the clerk.   

To maintain order and to ensure everyone a reasonable opportunity to be heard, I ask 

that each person wishing to speak first sign the Speaker’s List, located at the desk of 

the Clerk.  Once called by the Chair, please begin your presentation to Council by 

clearly stating your name and address.  Please make your presentation as brief as 

possible.  After all have had an opportunity to be heard, anyone wishing to have further 

input may once again sign the Speaker’s List.   

Council will not debate with each other or members of the public.  Council will not 

answer questions; we are here to hear from you.  Technical questions may be directed 

by the Chair to the staff.   

Everyone will be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard at this meeting.  No one 

will be, or should feel, discouraged or prevented from making his or her views heard.  

Please refrain from any conduct that would intimidate others or discourage them from 

speaking. 
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Public Hearing Minutes Approval Pending  Page 3 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018   

1. Rezoning Application RZ 17-1 (618 & 634 Anderton Road) 

a. Application Summary 

1. Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1872 and  

2. Discharge of Restrictive Covenant EK048266 

In general terms, the purposes of Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1872 and 

Restrictive Covenant EK048266 are to rezone 618 and 634 Anderton Road from 

C4.1 Core Commercial to CD25 Comprehensive Development 25: 618 Anderton 

Road, in order to permit a 4 storey mixed-use development. 

3. Comox Phased Development Agreement Authorization Bylaw 1873: 618 

Anderton Road 

 

The purpose of Comox Phased Development Agreement Authorization Bylaw 

1873 is to establish a Phased Development Agreement for the provision of the 

following amenities with respect to the development at 618 and 634 Anderton 

Road: 

 

 the payment of $29,187 to an Affordable Housing Fund; 

 the consolidation of two subject properties; 

 a 2.442 metre road dedication and upgrades along the Anderton Road 

frontage; 

 the retention of 4 Douglas Fir trees; 

 the provision of three 220V electrical connections within the parking area; 

 sound attenuation for residential units; 

 9 Adaptable Housing units; 

 sustainable construction methods; and 

 An oil/grit separator for the on-site parking. 
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Wednesday, April 4, 2018   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 The Application Summary was received for information. 

 
 
b. Public Hearing Submissions 

Mayor Ives made the following statement: 

Written – To ensure that written submissions are included in the minutes of the 

meeting, please ensure that all are submitted to the desk of the Clerk before the end 

of the meeting. 

Verbal – The proposed bylaws are now open for discussion. 

Pamela Jong - #9-600 Anderton Road 

Ms. Jong commented that she does not believe the width of the road will be wide 

enough for a turning lane.  Anderton road signage indicates ‘no passing’ but people 

do.  She noted that traffic is increasing with people turning into the recycling depot, 

and the gas station and now adding an apartment building with businesses below.  

Ms. Jong does foresee people passing on the right (using the biking lane).  

The Municipal Planner noted that there are no road improvements planned for Anderton 

Road at this time. 

Subject Properties shown shaded:  
618 & 634 Anderton Road 
Lot 3, Section 70, Comox District, Plan 8874 
Lot 9, Section 70, Comox District, Plan 24946 
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Wednesday, April 4, 2018   

Helene Boucher - #1-600 Anderton Road 

Ms. Boucher commented that she is concerned with traffic but she is also concerned 

about drainage from that property onto the Anderton Road property SE corner.  Ms. 

Boucher noted that she had sent an email in January but has yet to receive a 

response from the Town or the developer.  

Municipal Planner noted under the building bylaw the roof drains & parking lot drains will be 

connected into the storm main. 

Mayor Ives continued by stating the following: 

I would remind those present that legal considerations prevent the members of 

Council from considering any representation made after the close of this Agenda Item. 

Before closing the Agenda Item, I am going to call three times for any further 

speakers on any of the matters contained in the proposed bylaws.  

For the first time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

For the second time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further 

representation? 

Mr. Crosby Mtawali – 1949 Cougar Crescent 

Mr. Mtawali noted he has three concerns with the proposed development and asks 

the following to be considered, designated non-smoking,  dog run – how is it going to 

be cared for, and locating the garbage dumpsters away from the property lines of 

existing residents to a central location. 

The Municipal Planner advised that the garbage bins will be off-set and located just off the 

east property line.  As for designated non-smoking area and dog run – that will be left to the 

developer/management of the property. 

Mayor Ives then asked for the third time, is there anyone who wishes to make any 

further representation? 

Mr. Kevin Widdifield – 2022B Bolt Avenue 

Mr. Widdifield asked where the public could access the traffic impact study 

completed for this development.   

Municipal Planner advised that a traffic impact study was not a requirement.  The Town’s 

overall transportation plan speaks to roads within Town and that Anderton is designated 

‘arterial’. 
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Ms. Ingrid Frohlich - #8-600 Anderton Road 

Ms. Frohlich noted that some residents wrote letters to the Town and the Campbell 

River office (developer) about their concerns.  Have their concerns about this 

development been addressed at all or is this all a done deal?  Ms. Frohlich 

commented that she wrote a lengthy letter to Council and the developer in Campbell 

River highlighting traffic as being a major concern given the 81 units being proposed.  

She also expressed concern about residents not likely to use the corner of Anderton 

& Guthrie when wanting to visit the cold beer and wine store across the street.  She 

noted that the proposed 4 storey building is absolutely not acceptable.  Ms. Frohlich 

stated that homes on Anderton consist of one storey buildings i.e., patio homes, etc., 

and that it should remain that way.  She is also concerned about timing of garbage 

collection and being disturbed in the early morning hours of collection day and the 

lack of privacy for those residences that abut the property line.   

Ms. Pavola Mtawali – 1949 Cougar Cres 

Ms. Mtawali began by stating that two years ago she was informed of a development 

at that time – Abbey Lane.  She stated that a number of residents in the area got 

together and held an open house of their own.  Before she attended the public 

hearing this evening, they reviewed those minutes and confirmed that they were not 

concerned about the property being developed but what they were concerned about 

was the size, traffic, kids crossing the street (due to schools in the area).  At present, 

they have to mitigate Robb Road crossing in order to get kids across safely and 

even now people pass on the right hand side.  Overall it is just too big.  She 

continued by noting that the developer, told them at the time, that the development 

had to be this large in order to make a profit. Ms. Mtawali recommended that this 

property be developed properly by mitigating noise, traffic and livability for people 

around the neighbourhood – make it smaller, remove the commercial and reduce it 

to a 3 storey apartment building noting that the developer did not want commercial in 

the first place.  Ms. Mtawali continued by referring to a former development where 

she elected to not voice her concerns and relied on the planning department and 

council to support something that would be appropriate for a storage facility but this 

development resulted in the property elevation being built up 4’ followed by a 6’ 

fence but because the property was built up the fence is more like 2’.  We now have 

a cedar fence with dirt up against it and storage units being used to conduct small 

business.  Leaving it up to the developer to deal with designation of a non-smoking 

area, dog run, retaining walls and fences has proved to not being a great approach.  

We are a small town, let’s put in an appropriate building that allows the 

neighbourhood to be livable for everyone.  We have three sons, we need affordable 

housing and I would never encourage them to live in a big box apartment like the 

one that is being proposed. 
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Pamela Jong - #9-600 Anderton Road 

Ms. Jong noted that she is concerned with privacy between green gables and the 

new development.  Ms. Jong requested that a berm be built between the two 

properties including planting of large trees. 

Mayor Ives then asked for a third and final time, is there anyone who wishes to make 

any further representation? 

Wendy Prothero – 1945 Beaufort Avenue 

Ms. Prothero commented that she herself, being a keen cyclist, was almost wiped 

out by a car who passed on the right on Anderton.  She encouraged Council to look 

at separated bike lanes as a safety precaution. 

There being no further speakers on the speaker’s list, Mayor Ives declared this 

Agenda Item closed (7:28 pm). 

2. Rezoning Application RZ 17-10 (1170 Lazo Road) 

a. Application Summary 

a) Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1874 

In general terms, the purpose of Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1874 is to 

rezone 1170 Lazo Road from R3.3 Single-Family – large Lot to R4.1 Single-

Family – 350m² Parcel. 

b) Comox Phased Development Agreement authorization Bylaw No. 1875:  Lazo Road  

In general terms, the purpose of Comox Phased Development Agreement 
Authorization Bylaw 1875: Lazo Road is to establish a Phased Development 
Agreement for the provision of the following amenities with respect to the 
development at 1170 Lazo Rd: 

 payment of $17,022 to an Affordable Housing Fund;  

 tree retention;  

 Town ability to purchase approximately 2,250m² of land for park purposes 

along Lazo Road for $153,202;  

 removal of invasive species;  

 planting of mix of 20 trees (mix of Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock and 

Dogwood);  

 2 Adaptable Housing units; and  

 sustainable construction methods. 
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The Application Summary was received for information. 

b. Public Hearing Submissions 

Mayor Ives made the following statement 

Written – To ensure that written submissions are included in the minutes of the 

meeting, please ensure that all are submitted to the desk of the Clerk before the end 

of the meeting. 

Verbal – The proposed bylaws are now open for discussion. 

Shannon Middleton – 1232 Mason Avenue 

Ms. Middleton asked what adaptable housing means and if ‘grading’ is included? 

The Municipal Planner advised that adaptable housing includes a number of design 

requirements which are intended that the unit (if somebody is disabled) can be readily 

modified e.g., doorway/hallway widths, door knobs, light switches and confirmed it does 

include grading. 

Linda Keating – 1175 Coach Place 

Ms. Keating noted that she is a part-time resident.  She continued by commenting 

that when the subdivision went in beside them, they were concerned and wondered 

Subject Property shown shaded on the Map: 

1170 LAZO ROAD 
Lot 5, District Lot 186, Comox District, Plan 449, 
Except Parcel A (DD 3381N) 
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if there would be a little area set aside where the kids could play.  They were told by 

the developer at the time that they were welcome to buy a lot to permit everyone to 

play there.  Ms. Keating would like to focus on the green space and inquired if this is 

something in the 2040 plan or within a couple of years given that Lazo is getting very 

busy.  

Municipal Planner noted that it is in the Town’s 5 year horizon (Beckton to the north and 

west to Forester Road) 

Mayor Ives continued by reminding those present that legal considerations prevent 

the members of Council from considering any representation made after the close of 

this Agenda Item. 

Before closing the Agenda Item, I am going to call three times for any further 

speakers on any of the matters contained in the proposed bylaws.  

For the first time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

For the second time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

For the third time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

There being no further speakers, I declare this Agenda Item closed. (time 7:33 pm) 

3. Rezoning Application RZ 18-1 (Veterinary Clinic Text Amendment) 

a. Application Summary 

 Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1879 

In general terms, the purpose of Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1879 is to 

define “Veterinary Clinic-Small Animal Practice” and add it as a permitted use in 

the following zones: 

 C2.1 General Commercial 

 C2.2 General Commercial-Accommodation 

 C4.1 Core Commercial 

 CD 6.1 Comprehensive Development 6.1: 1829 Beaufort Ave. 
(Commercial Area A only) 

 CD11 Comprehensive Development 11: 640 Anderton Commercial/Mini-
Storage (Commercial Area A only); and 

 CD 13 Comprehensive Development 13: 2310 Guthrie Road 
 
 
The Application Summary was received for information. 
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b. Public Hearing Submissions 

Mayor Ives made the following statement: 

Written – To ensure that written submissions are included in the minutes of the 

meeting, please ensure that all are submitted to the desk of the Clerk before the end 

of the meeting. 

Verbal – The proposed bylaw is now open for discussion. 

c.  Close of Agenda Item 

There being no speakers on the speaker’s list, Mayor Ives made the following 

statement: 

I would remind those present that legal considerations prevent the members of 

Council from considering any representation made after the close of this Agenda 

Item. 

Before closing the Agenda Item, I am going to call three times for any further 

speakers on any of the matters contained in the proposed bylaw.  

For the first time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

For the second time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

For the third time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

There being no speakers, I declare this Agenda Item closed.  (Time 7:34 pm) 

4.   Rezoning Application RZ 18-2 (Cannabis Regulation) 

a. Application Summary: 

a) Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1880 

In general terms, the purpose of Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1880 is to: 
 

 Define Cannabis;   

 Amend the definitions of: 
o a Medical Cannabis Productions Facility - to include cannabis 
production licensed under the federal Narcotic Control Act; and 
o a Retail Store - to exclude the retail sale of cannabis from the 
definition of a Retail Store; and 

 Prohibit retail sale of cannabis in all zones in the Town of Comox.  
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The Municipal Planner provided the following opening statement: 
 
 Looking at adjusting Town regulations to reflect pending legislation of recreation 
 cannabis and will act as a clean slate from which to establish municipal regulatory 
 framework in Comox.  March 7th planning staff report was brought forward for   
 Council/public consideration outlining framework to allow certain cannabis sales and 
 we are hoping to have regulations in place once federal legalization takes place. 
 
The Application Summary was received for information. 

b.  Public Hearing Submissions 

Mayor Ives made the following statement: 

Written – To ensure that written submissions are included in the minutes of the 

meeting, please ensure that all are submitted to the desk of the Clerk before the end 

of the meeting. 

Verbal – The proposed bylaw is now open for discussion. 

 Don Jacquest – 2127 Bolt Avenue 
 
 Mr. Jacquest expressed that he is in favour of the proposed bylaw and appreciated  
 the March 7th planning report that explained what Council’s strategy was.  He has 
 seen the Town use this precautionary approach twice before and encourages 
 Council to  follow through to ensure that access to recreational cannabis is permitted 
 in a manner that does not promote its use, as noted in the staff report.  Again, Mr. 
 Jacquest noted he is speaking in favour because it’s a good safe first step as part of 
 the process. 
 
     Catherine McCann - #201-1700 Beaufort Avenue 
 
 Ms. McCann noted that she is a pharmacist and owner of the Medicine Shoppe.  
 She is in favour of the proposed bylaw but also feels that the devil is in the details.  
 She continued by stating that federal legislation does not differentiate between 
 medical and recreational cannabis and that this needs to be a consideration in the 
 bylaw.  Definition of Cannabis is broad and would  include everything a cannabis 
 plant might produce.  She continued by noting that she dispenses cannabinoid, in 
 particular nabilone to a number of patients and that it is important to understand the 
 differences.  Another item of concern is that often many of the retail outlets for 
 obtaining cannabis are called dispensary pharmacies etc., and she finds this very 
 misleading to the public as generally people do not know or understand that they 
 are not going to get traditional  pharmacy services in these types of retail outlets.  
 Federal legislation does not address this at all and it is something Council should 
 look towards.  
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   John McNamee – 1820 Buena Vista Avenue 
 
   Mr. McNamee read his letter he wrote to Council, received by the Town of Comox  
   on April 4, 2018 and is attached to these Public Hearing Minutes. 

c. Close of Agenda Item 

There being no further speakers on the speaker’s list, Mayor Ives made the following 

statement: 

I would remind those present that legal considerations prevent the members of 

Council from considering any representation made after the close of this Agenda 

Item. 

Before closing the Agenda Item, I am going to call three times for any further 

speakers on any of the matters contained in the proposed bylaw.  

For the first time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

Ms. Shannon Middleton – 1232 Mason Avenue 

Ms. Middleton wished to echo Mr. McNamee’s comments and disagrees with putting 

a ban on the sale of recreational cannabis.  She encouraged Council to think about 

voters and how much business we would like to bring to Comox and if we ban this 

outright these retailers and businesses will go elsewhere.  They will go to 

neighbouring communities and give them our tax revenue.  We are not progressive 

enough and need to move faster and not put a ban in place right out of the gate. 

Mayor Ives then called for the second time, is there anyone who wishes to make any 

further representation? 

For the third time, is there anyone who wishes to make any further representation? 

There being no further speakers, I declare this Agenda Item and this Public Hearing 

closed.   

The Public Hearing closed at 7:49 pm 
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5. Other Items 
 

a) Rezoning Application RZ 18-1 (Veterinary Clinic Text Amendment) 

1. That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1879 be given Third Reading. 

(2018.082 -- CARRIED) 

2. That Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw 1879 be adopted. 

 

(2018.083 -- CARRIED) 

b)  Rezoning Application RZ 18-2 (Cannabis Regulation) 

 1.   That Council defer further consideration of Comox Zoning Amendment Bylaw  

        1880 to its Regular Meeting of Council Wednesday, April 18, 2018. 

(2018.084 – CARRIED) 

Adjournment: 

Regularly moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn at 7:50 pm 

Certified correct pursuant to Section 97 (1)(b) of the Community Charter. 

 

  

    

    MAYOR 
    

   

    __   
   CORPORATE OFFICER 

 

Certified fair and accurate pursuant to Section 465(6) of the Local Government Act. 

  

  DEPUTY CORPORATE ADMINISTRATOR 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, April 11, 2018                            Approval Pending Page 1 

TOWN OF COMOX 

Minutes of the Special Council Meeting 

held in Council Chambers on Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

 
Present: Mayor  P. Ives 

  

  Councillors  R. Arnott K. Grant, M. Grant 

    H. MacKinnon, B. Price, M. Swift 

 

Call to Order: 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm 

              

 

1. WAIVE NOTICE: 

 

a. Waive Notice 

Waive Notice – Motion to Waive Notice 

 That by unanimous vote of all Council members, Council waives the notice required under 

Section 127 of the Community Charter and adopts the April 11, 2018 special Council 

meeting agenda, as presented. 

(2018.082) -- CARRIED 

2. EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC: 

 

b. Exclude the Public 

Exclude the Public – Motion to Close 

 That Council closes the meeting to the public, pursuant to section 90(1)(g) of the Community 

Charter, for the purpose of considering litigation or potential litigation affecting the 

municipality. 

(2018.083) -- CARRIED 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Regularly moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn at 6:01 pm. 

Certified correct pursuant to Section 97 (1)(b) of the Community Charter.   

CARRIED  

 

     

             

         MAYOR 

 

              

        CORPORATE OFFICER 
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TOWN OF COMOX – MANAGEMENT REPORT 
April 18, 2018 

Item DATE ADDED SUBJECT COUNCIL DIRECTION STATUS 
1. Mar 7,  2007 Organic Waste 

Collection Service 
Investigate the provision of an 
Organic Waste Collection 
Service in Comox-Courtenay 

Pilot project extended until the end of 2018 
Organics collection for 2017 overall climbed 
slightly by 3.5%.  Residents on average 
diverted a total of 124 kg per capita during the 
year, compared to 119 kg 2016.  
As per Council’s Strategic Plan, staff will be 
looking at the feasibility of increasing organics 
collection by reducing the frequency of garbage 
collection this year. 

2. Aug 20, 2014 Fixed Wing Search 
and Rescue Training 
Facility 

Investigate the feasibility of 
financial and other incentives 
that would support the selection 
of 19 Wing Comox. 

Grant-in-aid provided to 19 Wing Comox as an 
incentive to develop a training facility at CFB 
Comox.   

3. Jan 18, 2017 Northeast Comox 
Storm Water 
Management Plan 

Completion of Northeast Comox 
Storm Water Management Plan 

Phase 3 report presented April 4. 

4. Jan 18, 2017 Mack Laing Trust That staff be directed to begin 
the process to modify, if 
necessary, the terms of the 
Trust. 

Court date has been postponed to April 16. 

7. August 2, 2017 Wayfinding Signage Develop wayfinding signage 
standards, prototypes and 
implement Phase 1 signage 

Staff meeting with consultant April 20. 

 
Note: Shaded items will be removed from the Management Report unless otherwise directed by Council. 
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TOWN OF COMOX 

BYLAW NO. 1881 

A BYLAW TO ESTABLISH RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF PARKS 
IN THE TOWN OF COMOX 

WHEREAS Section 8 of the Community Charter empowers a Council, by bylaw, to 
regulate, prohibit and impose requirements in relation to public places; 

AND WHEREAS certain outdoor recreational places within the Town of Comox are 
used, reserved or dedicated for the use and enjoyment of the general public; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Town of Comox deems it wise to establish rules and 
regulations for the use of parks and public spaces; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Town of Comox, in open meeting assembled, 
enacts as follows: 

1. Title 

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “Comox Parks Use Bylaw No. 1881, 
2018”. 

2. Definitions 

The following definitions apply to this Bylaw: 

“Council” means the Council of the Town of Comox; 

“Body of Water” means any stream, river, pond, lake, marsh or ocean; 

“Bylaw Enforcement Officer” means 

(a) the person appointed by the Town of Comox to enforce bylaws; and 

(b) the Corporate Officer, Deputy Corporate Administrator or Parks 
Superintendent for the Town of Comox;  

“Controlled Substance” means a “controlled substance” as defined and described in 
Schedules I - V of the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act R.S.C. 1996 c.C-19., as 
amended from time to time, but does not include a substance the trade or 
manufacture of which is permitted under that Act or the Town’s Business Regulation 
Bylaw, as amended from time to time.  

“Director” means the Recreation Director for the Town of Comox or his/her delegate; 

“Highway” has the same definition as in the British Columbia Motor Vehicle Act, as 
amended from time to time; 
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“Liquor” means any alcoholic drink or drinkable liquid, produced by either distillation 
or fermentation, that is intoxicating; 

“Mobile Vendor” means a person who, from a motor vehicle, trailer or cycle, as 
defined or licensed under the Motor Vehicle Act, as amended from time to time, 
offers for sale food or merchandise, or who advertises or takes orders for goods or 
services. 

“Noxious” means injurious or harmful to the health of living things; 

“Park” means, 

(a) any property or structure held by the Town for public use by Crown Lease or 
Crown Licence, by permit or lease from the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure, or by lease, statutory right-of-way or occupancy or access 
agreement with a private landowner; and 

(b) all play areas, playgrounds, play fields, trails, greenbelts, required buffer 
zones, public squares, open spaces, boulevards, beaches, beach accesses 
and other public places under the care, custody or jurisdiction of the Town 
of Comox for public recreation or community purposes; 

“Parks Superintendent” means the Parks Superintendent for the Town of Comox or 
his/her delegate; 

“Parks Use Permit” means a current and valid permit issued by the Parks 
Superintendent pursuant to Section 4 of this Bylaw for the purpose of undertaking 
activities listed in Section 3(5)(k) of this Bylaw; 

 “Refuse” means rubbish, trash or garbage; 

“Structure” means anything built or constructed; 

“Town” means the Town of Comox; and 

”Vehicle” means a device or structure for transporting persons or things, except 
those devices designed to be propelled by human or battery power. 

3. Regulations 

(1) No person shall be permitted to be in any park within the Town of Comox 
between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. of the following day. 

(2) Subsection 3(1) does not apply to  

(a) Comox Municipal Marina tenants while at the Comox Municipal Marina or 
Municipal Marina Parking Lot,  
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(b) resident caretakers in any park, and 

(c) users of trails, greenbelts, public squares, boulevards, beaches and beach 
accesses. 

(3) No person other than a Town employee or a person under the direction of a 
Town employee, shall be permitted to be in any park while it is temporarily 
closed to the public.  

(4) No person while in a park shall: 

(a) Light a fire, or throw, place or drop any lighted match, cigar, cigarette or 
other burning substance on the ground; 

(b) Permit any animal, owned or harboured by the person, to enter any park 
except in accordance with the Comox Animal Control Bylaw, as amended 
from time to time, or unless otherwise permitted by Permit under this Bylaw; 

(c) Permit any animal, owned or harboured by the person, to enter any body of 
water, except the ocean; 

(d) Wilfully, negligently, or carelessly permit any animal, owned or harboured by 
the person, to break down, destroy or otherwise damage any tree, shrub or 
other plant material; 

(e) Ride, lead or herd any animal, other than on trails, roads or lanes that have 
been designated for such use; 

(f) Add, place, dump or leave any organic waste, noxious substance or refuse 
to any fountain or body of water; 

(g) Defecate or urinate except in a facility designed for such use; 

(h) Hit, propel, throw or direct an object in such a manner as to be dangerous, 
including but not limited to the hitting of golf balls, the shooting of arrows, or 
the launching of model rockets or airplanes; 

(i) Engage in any conduct that may cause or is likely to cause injury, harm or 
danger to themselves or others; 

(j) Use any structure or building for any other purpose than that of which the 
building or structure is intended; 

(k) Use a tennis court for any sport or activity other than tennis; 

(l) Use a pickleball court for any sport or activity other than pickleball; 
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(m) Ride or operate any device designed to be propelled by human or battery 
power, except on trails or paved pathways and at speeds of less than ten 
kilometres per hour; or 

(n)  Interfere with any Town employee in the performance of his or her duties. 

(5) No person while in a park, other than a Town employee or a person under the 
direction of a Town employee, shall: 

(a) Destroy damage, climb, break, remove or injure any tree, shrub, plant, turf 
or flower; 

(b) Deface, destroy, vandalize, damage, break, alter or remove any sign, notice 
or structure; 

(c) Place, dump or leave any foreign material, including but not limited to sand, 
gravel, earth, leaves or branches; 

(d) Remove any gravel, top soil, rock, or sand without the written permission of 
the Parks Superintendant; 

(e) Deposit chemicals or pesticides; 

(f) Deposit refuse other than into a refuse receptacle provided for such 
purpose; 

(g) Deposit in a park or public place any refuse produced outside a park or 
public place; 

(h) Drive, park or stand any vehicle in or on any area other than an established 
parking area, unless such vehicle is an emergency or Town vehicle, or 
authorized by the Town;  

(i) Attempt to molest, disturb, frighten, injure, catch, trap or snare any wildlife. 

(j) Disturb the peace or enjoyment of the park or public place by any other 
person or interfere with the exclusive use of any park or public place 
granted by the Town; or 

(k) Without having first obtained a valid Parks Use Permit issued by the Town 
pursuant to this Bylaw,  

(i) operate any amplification system or loud speaker; 

(ii) build or cause to be built any structure; 

(iii) post, paint or distribute any written information; 
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(iv) enjoy the exclusive right to the use of all, or any portion of the park or 
public place; 

(v) carry on any commercial activity; 

(vi) erect, or occupy any camper, tent or other form of temporary shelter; 

(vii) take part in any procession, march, drill, performance, ceremony, 
concert, gathering or meeting;  

(viii) discharge any firearm, or set fire to or explode any combustible or 
explosive material; or 

(ix) sell, consume or possess any liquor. 

4. Parks Use Permit 

(1) Each applicant for a Parks Use Permit must, for each event, accurately 
complete the prescribed form of application and submit to the Town. 

(2) Each applicant for a Parks Use Permit must pay to the Town an amount, as 
specified in Schedule “A”. 

(3) Any individual or organization requiring three or more permits for any one park 
in any calendar year may apply for a single Multi Use Permit. 

(4) No person shall undertake any of the activities listed in Section 3(5)(k) of this 
Bylaw without having possession of a valid Parks Use Permit. 

(5) The Parks Superintendent or Director may refuse to issue or renew a Parks Use 
Permit if the applicant or holder of a Permit has previously failed to comply with 
any condition as set out in the Permit or this Bylaw, or has any outstanding fines 
levied in accordance with this Bylaw. 

(6) Any person wishing to appeal the decision of the Parks Superintendant or 
Director regarding a Park Use Permit may do so in writing to the Town of 
Comox Council. 

(7) A Parks Use Permit is not transferable. 

5. Conditions of Parks Use Permit 

(1) A Parks Use Permit is subject to certain conditions, which are attached to and 
form part of the Parks Use Permit. 
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(2) Pursuant to Section 15(1)(d) of the Community Charter, authority is hereby 
delegated to the Parks Superintendent to establish conditions related to the 
following: 

(a) time of activity,  

(b) type of activity, or 

(c) place of activity. 

(3) Mobile Vendors obtaining a Parks Use Permit shall: 

(a) ensure that Mobile Vending trucks and trailers are no more than 

(i) 2.5 metres wide, and  

(ii) 8 metres long; 

(b) establish in a permitted location, as specified in Schedule “B”;  

(c) obtain Commercial General Liability insurance with a company satisfactory 
to the Town that meets the following minimum requirements: 

(i) name the Town as an additional insured; 

(ii) be written on a comprehensive basis with inclusive limits of not less 
than $2,000,000; 

(iii) be issued by an insurance company entitled to carry on the business 
of insurance under the laws of British Columbia; 

(iv) be primary and non-contributing with respect to any policies carried 
by the Town and include a clause that any coverage carried by the 
Town is excess coverage; 

(v) not be cancelled without the insurer providing the Town with 30 clear 
days written notice stating when such cancellation is to be effective; 
and 

(vi) include a Cross Liability and a Separation of Insureds Clause 

(d) enter into a Mobile Vending Agreement between the Mobile Vendor and the 
Town; 

(4) The holder of a Parks Use Permit is permitted to undertake the activities as 
outlined in the Permit in compliance with the requirements of this Bylaw and the 
conditions that form part of the Permit. 
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(5) Failure to comply with any condition set out in the Parks Use Permit shall render 
the Permit subject to immediate cancellation by the Parks Superintendent or 
Director without prior notice. 

6. Offences  

(1) Any person who contravenes any provision of this Bylaw is guilty of an      
offence and shall, upon summary conviction thereof, be liable to a minimum 
penalty of $500.00 and a maximum fine of $10,000.00. 

(2) Each day that an offence continues shall constitute a separate offence against 
this Bylaw. 

7. Enforcement 

(1) This Bylaw is designated under the provisions of Section 264 of the Community 
Charter as a Bylaw that may be enforced by means of a ticket in the form 
prescribed, and in accordance with this Bylaw. 

(2) Bylaw Enforcement Officers and members of the RCMP are designated to 
enforce this Bylaw pursuant to Section 264(1)(b) of the Community Charter.  

(3) Pursuant to Section 269(1) of the Community Charter, authorization is hereby 
delegated to the Bylaw Enforcement Officer, Corporate Officer or Deputy 
Corporate Administrator to refer tickets issued with respect to this bylaw to the       
Provincial Court for a hearing. 

8. Penalties 

(1) A Bylaw Enforcement Officer may direct a person to leave any park if that 
person is acting in contravention of this Bylaw, other municipal legislation, or 
any federal or provincial legislation, including using or possessing controlled 
substances, alcohol or other intoxicants. 

(2) A person directed to leave any park must do so immediately and shall not return 
within the following 24 (twenty-four) hours, or such longer period of time, up to 
seven consecutive days, as specified by a Bylaw Enforcement Officer. 

(3) No person shall interfere with a Bylaw Enforcement Officer in the exercise of 
their powers and duties pursuant to this Bylaw. 

(4) Pursuant to Section 264(1)(c) of the Community Charter, the words or 
expressions set forth below in Column 1 designate the offence committed under  
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the Bylaw section numbers appearing in Column 2 opposite the respective 
words or expressions. 

(5) Pursuant to Section 265(1)(a) of the Community Charter, the fine amount set 
forth below in Column 3 is the fine amount that corresponds to the section 
number and words or expressions set out in Columns 1 and 2 opposite the fine 
amount. 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 
Offence Bylaw Section Fine Amount 

Present in park when closed 3(1) $50.00 
Present in park when temporarily closed 3(3) $200.00 
Light fire or place burning substance 3(4)(a) $200.00 
Permit animal in water 3(4)(c) $100.00 
Permit animal to damage plant material 3(4)(d) $200.00 
Ride, lead or herd animal off path 3(4)(e) $100.00 
Add noxious substance to water 3(4)(f) $200.00 
Defecate or urinate outside of proper facility 3(4)(g) $100.00 
Hit, propel or throw object in dangerous manner 3(4)(h) $200.00 
Conduct that may cause injury or harm 3(4)(i) $100.00 
Inappropriate use of a facility 3(4)(j) $50.00 
Unlawful use of tennis court 3(4)(k) $50.00 
Unlawful use of pickleball court 3(4)(l) $50.00 
Unlawful operation of human or battery 
powered device 

3(4)(m) $50.00 

Interfere with Town employees in 
performance of duty 

3(4)(n) $100.00 

Damage, climb or remove natural vegetation 3(5)(a) $100.00 
Deface or damage structure 3(5)(b) $200.00 
Dump or leave foreign material 3(5)(c) $200.00 
Unlawful removal of material 3(5)(d) $200.00 
Deposit chemicals or pesticides 3(5)(e) $200.00 
Deposit refuse other than in refuse receptacle 3(5)(f) $200.00 
Deposit refuse from outside park 3(5)(g) $200.00 
Drive or park in non-designated area 3(5)(h) $100.00 
Disturb or catch wildlife 3(5)(i) $100.00 
Disturb peace or enjoyment 3(5)(j) $100.00 
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Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 
Offence Bylaw Section Fine Amount 

Undertake activity without permit 3(5)(k) $200.00 

9. Severability 

The provisions of this Bylaw are severable and the invalidity of any part of this Bylaw 
shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this bylaw. 

10. Repeal  

Comox Parks and Public Places Bylaw, 2014, as amended, is repealed.  

11. Adoption  

(1) READ A FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time this 4th  day of  April , 2018 

(2) ADOPTED this  day of   , 2018 

 
 
 
 

 MAYOR 
 
 

 

 CORPORATE OFFICER   
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SCHEDULE “A” 
 

Parks Use Permit Fees 
 

  
Permit Fee 

 
Damage Deposit 

Mobile Vendor – Truck / 
Trailer 

$50 / day 
$500 / month 
$2,500 / year 

$500 for monthly 
and annual 

permits 

Mobile Vendor – Cart $15 / day 
$150 / month 
$750 / year 

$150 for monthly 
and annual 

permits 
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Permitted Mobile Vending Locations

Mobile food 
vendors only 

Mobile food/ 
merchandise 
vendors
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BYLAW NO. 1882 

A BYLAW TO REGULATE AND PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSING OF BUSINESSES 
IN THE TOWN OF COMOX 

 

WHEREAS the Town of Comox may regulate business by bylaw and may require that 
businesses be licensed; 

WHEREAS the Council of the Town of Comox considers it expedient to impose a 
system of business licences; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Town of Comox has given notice of its intention to 
adopt a bylaw regulating business and has provided interested persons with an 
opportunity to make representations. 

NOW THEREFORE in open meeting assembled the Council of the Town of Comox 
enacts as follows: 

1. Title 

This Bylaw may be cited as the Comox Business Regulation Bylaw No. 1882, 2018 

2. Interpretation 

The following definitions apply to this Bylaw: 

“Apartment Building Business” means the Business of renting, or making available 
for rent, three or more residences on a single parcel, where each residence has 
access through common corridors or stairways. 

“Bed and Breakfast Business” means the Business of carrying on a bed and 
breakfast as defined under the Town’s Zoning Bylaw, as amended from time to 
time. 

“Business” means  

(a) carrying on a commercial or industrial activity, or  

(b) providing professional, personal or other services 

for the purpose of gain or profit, but does not include an activity carried on 
by the Provincial government, by corporations owned by the Provincial 
government, by agencies of the Provincial government or by the South 
Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority or any of its subsidiaries. 
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“Business Licence” and “Licence” means a Business Licence issued pursuant to 
this Bylaw, and includes an Intermunicipal Business Licence and an Inter-
Community Business Licence. 

“Bylaw Enforcement Officer” means 

(a) the person appointed by the Town of Comox to enforce bylaws; and 

(b) the Corporate Officer, Deputy Corporate Administrator or Parks 
Superintendent for the Town of Comox. 

“Carnival” means the Business of holding an event at which admission is charged 
or concessions are sold that is held in the open as part of a temporary use of 
buildings or structures, and includes a festival and a circus. 

“Contractor” includes general contractor, builder, electrician, excavating service 
provider, plumber, and roofer. 

“Council” means Council of the Town of Comox. 

“Eligible Intermunicipal Business” means a Business that is listed on Schedule 1 of 
the agreement authorized under the Comox Intermunicipal Business Licence 
Agreement Authorization Bylaw, as amended from time to time, but does not 
include Door-to-Door Sales. 

“Eligible Inter-Community Business” means a Business defined as an Inter-
Community Business in the Comox Inter-Community Business Licence Bylaw, as 
amended from time to time.  

“Financial Institution” means a Business at which customers purchase, deposit, or 
borrow money or financial instruments. 

“Flea Market” means an occasional or periodic sales activity held within a building, 
structure or open area where groups of individual sellers offer goods, new and 
used, for sale to the public and includes craft fairs. 

Highway" has the same definition as in the British Columbia Motor Vehicle Act, as 
amended from time to time. 

“Home-Based Business” means a Business that is defined as a “Home 
Occupation” in the Comox Zoning Bylaw, as amended from time to time. 

“Intermunicipal Business Licence” means a Business Licence that is for an Eligible 
Intermunicipal Business and is: 

(a) issued pursuant to an application for an Intermunicipal Business Licence 
under this Bylaw; or 
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(b) issued pursuant to an application for an Intermunicipal Business Licence  
under a bylaw of the City of Courtenay. 

“Inter-Community Business Licence” means a Business Licence that is for an 
Eligible Inter-Community Business and is: 

(a) issued pursuant to an application for an Inter-Community Business 
Licence under this Bylaw; or 

(b) issued pursuant to an application for an Inter-Community Business 
Licence  under a bylaw of any of the Participating Municipalities, as 
defined in the Comox Inter-Community Business Licence Bylaw, as 
amended from time to time. 

“Licence Inspector” means the Deputy Corporate Administrator, and also any 
person lawfully acting as delegate in that capacity. 

“Mobile Vending Unit” means the operation of a food service or merchandise 
business from a truck, trailer or cart. 

“Mobile Vendor” means a person who, from a motor vehicle, trailer or cycle, as 
defined or licensed under the Motor Vehicle Act, as amended from time to time, 
offers for sale food or merchandise, or who advertises or takes orders for goods or 
services. 

“Park” means, 

(a) any property or structure held by the Town for public use by Crown Lease 
or Crown Licence, by permit or lease from the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure, or by lease, statutory right-of-way or occupancy or 
access agreement with a private landowner; and 

(b) all play areas, playgrounds, play fields, trails, greenbelts, required buffer 
zones, public squares, open spaces, boulevards, beaches, beach 
accesses and other public places under the care, custody or jurisdiction of 
the Town of Comox for public recreation or community purposes. 

“Parks Use Permit” means a current and valid permit issued pursuant to the 
Comox Parks Use Bylaw, as amended from time to time. 

“Peddler” means a person who, 

(a) not having any Place of Business within the municipality, sells or offers for 
sale by going door to door, goods, wares, merchandise, or foodstuffs, or 
any other effects whatsoever therein, or 

(b) being the agent for a person not resident within the municipality, sells or 
offers for sale, goods, wares, merchandise or foodstuffs, or carries on or 
exposes samples or patterns of any goods, wares, merchandise, or 
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foodstuffs to be afterwards delivered within the municipality to a person 
not being a wholesale or retail dealer in such goods, wares, merchandise 
or foodstuffs, or 

(c) carries or exposes samples or patterns or quotes prices for the selling of 
any goods, wares, or merchandise of food-stuffs, to be afterwards 
delivered within the municipality to any person. 

 “Place of Business” means: 

(a) the land, building or Mobile Vending Unit at which the customers of the 
Business are regularly served; 

(b) the location of the commercial or industrial undertaking; or 

(c)  for a Business that only serves customers at property occupied by the 
patron, the residence or office of the Licence holder. 

“Town” means the Town of Comox. 

“Trade Show” means an event involving organizing a group merchants to gather in 
one location or building to offer or promote sales, such as the sale of goods, wares, 
merchandise, services, products or concepts. 

3. General Requirements 

(1) No person shall carry on any Business within the Town unless the person is 
the holder of a valid and subsisting Business Licence for the Business. 

(2) No person shall carry on any Business within the Town contrary to the 
requirements of this Bylaw. 

(3) Every holder of a Business Licence shall post the Licence in a conspicuous 
place accessible to members of the public that attend the Place of Business. 

(4) No holder of a Business Licence shall carry on a Business at a Place of 
Business different from that stated on the Licence. 

(5) No holder of a Business Licence shall carry on a Business with a name 
different from that stated on the Licence. 

(6) If a person carries on a Business at more than one Place of Business,  

(a) the person shall obtain a Business Licence for each Place of Business, 
and 

(b) a Mobile Vending Unit requires only one Business Licence per Mobile 
Vending Unit in operation. 
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(7) If a person carries on multiple Businesses at the same Place of Business, the 
person shall obtain a Business Licence for each Business. 

(8) If a holder of a Business Licence changes the type of Business that the 
Licence holder carries on, that person shall obtain a new Licence for the new 
type of Business.  

4. Application Process 

(1) A person may apply for a new Business Licence by: 

(a) accurately completing the prescribed form of application and submitting 
the form to the Licence Inspector; 

(b) if eligible, indicating whether the Business Licence sought is an 
Intermunicipal, or an Inter-Community Business Licence; and  

(c) paying to the Town the applicable fee set out in Schedule “A” of this 
Bylaw. 

(2) A person may apply to renew a Business Licence for the following year by 
accurately completing and submitting the prescribed form and declaration to 
the Licence Inspector and paying the applicable fee set out in Schedule “A” of 
this Bylaw. 

(3) A person may apply to amend a subsisting Business Licence by accurately 
completing and submitting the prescribed form of application to reflect the 
amendment and by paying the applicable fee set out in Schedule “A” of this 
Bylaw.  A person must amend a Business Licence if the name of the 
Business or the Place of Business changes. 

(4) A Business Licence may not be transferred and every person who wishes to 
become a Business Licence holder shall apply for a new Licence. 

(5) A person who applies for a new, renewed or amended Business Licence must 
also provide to the Licence Inspector, upon request, all information necessary to 
determine whether the Business will comply with all conditions of the Licence. 

5. Licence Issuance and Term 

(1) Subject to section 5(2), once the Town has received: 

(a) a complete application; 

(b) all applicable fees, and 

(c) all other information requested under section 4(5), 
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the Licence Inspector shall issue within a reasonable time and in the form 
prescribed a new, renewed or amended Business Licence.      

(2) The Licence Inspector may refuse to issue, amend or renew a Business 
Licence for a Business if: 

(a) the Licence Inspector has reasonable cause; or  

(b) the carrying on of the Business would contravene a condition specified in 
section 7 [Conditions of Licence]. 

(3) Each new and amended Business Licence is valid as of the date the Licence 
is issued. 

(4) A renewed Business Licence is valid as of January 1 of the year for which it is 
renewed.  

(5) A Business Licence shall expire on January 31 of the year following the year 
it is issued or renewed, unless otherwise indicated on the Business Licence. 

(6) A person may only apply to renew a Business Licence between December 1 
and January 31 of each year. 

(7) It is the sole responsibility of the holder of a Business Licence to renew it 
prior to the Business Licence’s expiration and within the permitted period. 

6. Licence Suspension and Cancellation 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Licence Inspector may: 

(a) suspend a Business Licence until such time as all the conditions set out 
in section 7 [Conditions of Licence] have been restored; or 

(b) cancel a Business Licence for reasonable cause. 

(2) The Licence Inspector shall not suspend or cancel a Business Licence until 
the Licence Inspector has given the Licence holder reasonable notice of an 
intention to suspend or cancel the Licence and has provided the Licence 
holder with an opportunity to provide written submissions. 

(3) The Licence Inspector may give notice pursuant to this section in writing sent 
by courier or registered mail to the address of the holder of the Business 
Licence stated on the most recent application.  

(4) Nothing in this Bylaw limits: 

(a) a person’s statutory entitlement to have Council reconsider a Licence 
Inspector’s decision to suspend, cancel or refuse to grant a Business 
Licence; 

RCM Agenda April 18, 2018 Page 144



Town of Comox 
Bylaw No. 1882 – Business Regulation Bylaw 
Page 7 
 

(b) Council’s authority to suspend or cancel a Business Licence is 
independent of a decision of the Licence Inspector, if Council has given 
the Licence holder notice of Council’s intention and an opportunity to be 
heard. 

7. Conditions of Licence 

It is a condition of each Business Licence that: 

(a) the Licence holder comply with the requirements of this Bylaw; 

(b) the Business not be conducted in a manner that contravenes the bylaws 
of the Town, including the Town’s zoning bylaw, all as amended from 
time to time;   

(c) no equipment associated with the Business be located on a Highway or 
in a Park, unless permitted by a Parks Use Permit;   

(d) the Business only be carried on with all necessary permissions from all 
public authorities having jurisdiction over the carrying on of the Business; 
and 

(e) the Place of Business remain free of an order issued pursuant to the Fire 
Services Act or a Town bylaw in relation to buildings and structures or 
the health, safety or protection of persons or property, all as amended 
from time to time. 

8. Specific Business Regulations 

(1) Building Contractors – At each work site at which the Contractor is working, 
every Contractor shall have immediately available for inspection upon 
demand of a customer, a Bylaw Enforcement Officer or the Licence 
Inspector: 

(a) a copy of the Business Licence; and 

(b) a copy of every Business Licence for every sub-Contractor engaged by 
the Contractor at the work site; 

and no Contractor shall be excused from this requirement by the failure of the 
Contractor or any sub-Contractor to hold a valid Business Licence. 

(2) Mobile Vending – Every Mobile Vendor shall: 

(a) obtain and maintain a valid Business Licence for each Mobile Vending 
Unit; 
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(b) obtain and maintain a valid Parks Use Permit for each Mobile Vending 
Unit locating in a Park; 

(c) provide a Discharge Management Plan, for each Mobile Vending Unit 
selling food or beverages, that describes how and where fats, oils and 
grease will be disposed; 

(d) provide proof of the following, as applicable,  

(i) approval to operate in accordance with the Public Health Act, as 
amended from time to time; 

(ii) approval to operate from the Comox Fire Department; 

(iii) automobile liability insurance for mobile trucks and mobile trailers; 

(3) Peddler – Every Peddler shall at all times display on their person in a 
conspicuous place identification that states the Peddler’s name and the 
person or company for whom they work as employee or agent, if any. 

9. General Provisions 

(1) The fee payable to the Town for each new and renewed Licence is the 
amount in Column 2 of the table attached as Schedule “A” to this Bylaw that 
is opposite to the type of Business to be licensed identified in Column 1 of the 
table. 

(2) The fees payable for a new and first time Business Licence, excluding a 
seasonal or temporary Licence, are prorated by the following amounts: 

(a) for a new Licence issued between April 1 and June 30, 75% of the 
applicable fee shown in Column 2; and 

(b) for a new Licence issued between July 1 and December 31, 50% of the 
applicable fee shown in Column 2. 

(3) The Licence Inspector, Bylaw Enforcement Officers and members of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police are authorized to enter any property for the 
purpose of administering and enforcing this Bylaw, provided that the manner 
and timing of such entry is consistent with the Community Charter. 

(4) This Bylaw does not relieve any person from complying with any other 
statute, regulation or bylaw relating to the operation of a Business and the 
Place of Business, including those enactments relating to construction and 
repair, fire safety or public health.  

(5) In the event that any portion of this Bylaw is declared to be ultra vires by a 
Court of competent jurisdiction, then such portion shall be deemed to be 
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severed from the Bylaw to that extent and the remainder of the Bylaw shall 
continue in force and effect.  

10. Offence 

(1) Every person who contravenes any provision of this Bylaw commits an 
offence and shall, upon summary conviction, be liable to a minimum fine of 
$500.00 and a maximum fine of $10,000.00 together with such other 
penalties that may be imposed by the court, including payment of the costs of 
prosecution and compensation for loss or damage suffered by the Town. 

(2) Each day that an offence continues shall constitute a separate offence 
against this Bylaw. 

11. Municipal Ticketing 

(1) This Bylaw is designated under the provisions of section 264 of the 
Community Charter as a Bylaw that may be enforced by means of a ticket in 
the form prescribed, and in accordance with this Bylaw. 

(2) Bylaw Enforcement Officers and members of the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police are persons designated to enforce this Bylaw pursuant to section 
264(1)(b) of the Community Charter. 

(3) Pursuant to section 264(1)(c) of the Community Charter, the words or 
expressions set forth below in Column 1 designate the offence committed 
under the Bylaw section numbers appearing in Column 2 opposite the 
respective words or expressions. 

(4) Pursuant to section 265(1) of the Community Charter, but subject to section 
9.3(c) of this Bylaw, the fine amount set forth below in Column 3 is the fine 
amount for the offence that corresponds to the section number and words or 
expressions set out in Columns 1 and 2 opposite the fine amount: 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 
Offence Bylaw Section Fine Amount 
No Business Licence 3(1) $500.00 
Fail to Display Licence 3(3) $100.00 
Unlicensed Business Location 3(4) $100.00 
Unlicensed Name Change 3(5) $100.00 
Unlicensed Business Change 3(8) $250.00 
Unlawful Placement of Equipment 7(c) $100.00 
Fail to Obtain Permission 7(d) $100.00 
Contractor-Fail to Produce Licence  8(1)(a) $500.00 
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Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 
Offence Bylaw Section Fine Amount 
Fail to Produce Sub Licence 8(1)(b) $200.00 
No Mobile Vending Licence 8(2)(a) $100.00 
No Parks Use Permit 8(2)(b) $100.00 
No Discharge Management Plan 8(2)(c) $100.00 
Insufficient Permission  8(2)(d) $100.00 

12. Repeal 

Comox Business Licence By-law, 1985, as amended, is repealed. 

13. Adoption 

(1) READ A FIRST, SECOND and THIRD time this 4th  day of  April , 2018 

(2) Notice of intention to adopt given this 5th and 10th  day of  April , 2018 

(3) Representations to Council heard this  day of   , 2018 

(4) ADOPTED this  day of  , 2018 

 

        MAYOR 
 
 
 
        CORPORATE OFFICER 
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Schedule “A” 
BUSINESS LICENCE FEES 

Column 1 Column 2 

ONGOING BUSINESSES 

Type of Business Annual Fee 

Apartment Building Business $6 per residence; 

$60 minimum 

Bed and Breakfast Business $100 

Financial Institution $100 

Home-Based Business $100 

Hotels, Motels, Restaurant 

  Not Liquor Licensed 

 Liquor Licensed 

 

$100 

$150 

Intermunicipal Licence $150 

Inter-Community Licence $150 

Peddler $250 per peddler 

Not for Profit Business $0 

Business not specified above $100 

TEMPORARY AND SEASONAL BUSINESSES 

Type of Business Fee 

Carnival or Circus $200 per day 

Flea Markets  $100 per day 

Trade Shows $100 per day 

Mobile vendors $10 per month; 

$100 maximum 

BUSINESS LICENCE AMENDMENT 

Business Licence Amendment Fee $10 
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