
Local Government Climate Action Program Survey Submission Report

Question Answer

1. Does your local government or 
Modern Treaty Nation have a 
climate action plan or strategy?

No, but we are intending to undertake one in the next two years

2. For the calendar year 2021, did 
your local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation measure and 
publicly disclose corporate 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions?

No, corporate GHG emissions are not currently being measured, but 
we are currently undertaking one and it will be complete in the next 
year

3. For calendar year 2021, did your 
local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation measure and 
publicly disclose a community-
wide emissions inventory?

No, community GHG emissions are not measured, but an inventory is 
in development and will be complete in the next year

4. Is your local government or 
Modern Treaty Nation tracking 
progress on its community-wide 
GHG reduction target?

No

4.e. If no, select all that apply: "No, as our community emissions are not fully calculated"
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5. Describe up to four climate 
intiatives, and their outcomes, 
your local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation is currently 
undertaking for Buildings

1. Voluntary adoption of BC Energy Step Code in 2017

2. The Town was an early adopter of energy efficient standards prior 
to the introduction of Energy Step Code, including Leadership in 
Energy & LEED certification

3. 2021: achieving higher standards
 -  Step 3 is now required for all building permits for new construction 
of simple buildings
-   Step 3 or 4 is now sought as an amenity for rezoning.
-   Rethink form and character Development Permit Guidelines to 
accommodate construction changes necessary 
     to meet Step Code.

6. Describe up to four climate 
intiatives, and their outcomes, 
your local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation is currently 
undertaking for Transportation

1. Increased bike lane and pedestrian network construction to 
encourage alternative transportation
2. Installation of bus shelters at high-use bus stops
3. Installed 6 EV charging stations in Comox 
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7. Describe up to four climate 
intiatives, and their outcomes, 
your local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation is currently 
undertaking for Community

1. Expansion of organics diversion program. Organics program 
currently includes single-family residential homes and will be 
expanded to include strata and apartments in 2023.

2. In all new and existing subdivisions will have LED street lights

3. Installation of a geothermal exchange at the Comox Community 
Centre

4. Compact development – reducing urban sprawl (ongoing):
    -    Permitting reduced unit sizes and encouraging multifamily 
development in specific areas (reduce building 
         materials, energy use for heating and cooling)
   -    Introduction of coach houses as a permitted residential use (as 
appropriate, per zoning criteria)
   - Encouraging livable buildings in the urban core to support transit 
and reduce expansion.
    -   Creating new small-lot single-family zones. Small lot sizes 
encourage infill and higher density/efficient land 
         use
  -    Reduced parking requirements downtown (Zoning Bylaw): 
optimized parking requirements for 
        residential/commercial development downtown allows greater 
flexibility and encourages development to 
        bring more residents downtown, also discourages vehicle usage 
to reduce emissions.
   -  Bicycle parking spaces are required downtown to promote cycling 
and reduce emissions from transportation 
      (zoning regulation).
 -    Encourage more services downtown to serve the local population 
and reduce the distance to services for  
      Comox residents (reduce emissions due to transportation).

8. Describe up to four climate 
intiatives, and their outcomes, 
your local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation is currently 
undertaking for Climate Resilience

1. Implemented an Integrated Storm Water Management System and 
alternative subdivision servicing standards 
    for a nearby development in order to maintain the environmental 
integrity of the Lazo Marsh Conservation 
    Area.
2. Implemented an Integrated Storm Water Management System to 
ensure the long-term environmental integrity 
    of McDonald Bog
3. Installing dedicated drip irrigation for street trees to ensure 
establishment and reduce water consumption used for passive lawn 
areas.
4. Planting different, drought-tolerant, tree/plant species where 
appropriate on Town land

Page 3 of 7



9. Which elements of your 
community's current official 
community plan (OCP) (or other 
relevant strategies, policies and/or 
plans) support the creation of 
more complete, compact 
communities?

1.6 Regional Context Statement
An aging population will generate the need for a variety of more 
compact housing forms regardless of population increase from 
outside Comox. Following the Comox OCP the Town address these 
population and demographic changes primarily through increasing 
opportunities for densification in Downtown Comox and within easy 
walking distance of transit corridors, located along arterial and 
collector roads. 

10. What actions has your local 
government or Modern Treaty 
Nation taken to increase 
community completeness and 
compactness since 2020 (e.g. 
urban containment boundary, 
increasing density by allowing 
secondary suites and laneway or 
carriage housing options)?

1. Legalized the development of new secondary suites within single-
family homes in certain areas
2. Creating new small lot single-family zones. Small lot sizes encourage 
infill and higher density/efficient land use.
3. Implemented a “Sustainability Checklist” encouraging developers to 
incorporate more environmentally and socially sustainable practices in 
development

11. What data would be most 
valuable to your local government 
or Modern Treaty Nation in 
decision-making related to the 
creation of complete, compact 
communities?

1. A breakdown and analysis of the modal share of transportation 
types in Comox (trips per household, household demographics, 
primary mode of travel, alternative modes of travel, number of cars 
per household, number of car trips per day per household, rates of EV 
adoption among residents)
2. Projections for future school enrollments
3. A platform for accessing existing Town data (e.g. GIS ‘iMap’ format) 
would improve the application process and provide better 
information for decision-making

12. From 2021 to now, has your 
local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation taken any action(s) 
to address climate impacts?

1. Supported and expanded local stewardship groups to restore 
natural areas by removing invasive plant species 
     and replanting native species.
2. Support salmon enhancement groups and lead habitat projects to 
improve salmon spawning grounds.
3. Implemented an Integrated Storm Water Management System and 
alternative subdivision servicing standards for a nearby development 
in order to maintain the environmental integrity of the Lazo Marsh 
Conservation Area

13. Has a climate risk and 
vulnerability assessment (or 
similar assessment) been 
undertaken for your local 
government or Modern Treaty 
Nation?

No, but we are intending to undertake one in the next two years

14. What are the three most 
significant climate hazards faced 
by your jurisdiction

"Overland flooding","Extreme heat and heat stress","Wildfire","Wind, 
rain, and other storm events","Ecological, cultural and/or human 
health impacts (examples of cultural impacts include threats to 
identities, languages, and livelihoods; examples of ecological impacts 
include biodiversity loss, erosion, invasive species, ecosystem 
changes)","Water shortage","Coastal flooding, storm surge events 
and/or other coastal hazards","Extreme cold, snow and ice"
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15. Are you responding to this 
survey on behalf of a Modern 
Treaty Nation?

No

16. Based on the hazard you 
indicated as most significant in 
question 14, as a local 
government, which groups are 
most exposed/vulnerable to the 
impacts of that climate hazard?

"farmers"

17. Based on the hazard you 
indicated as second most 
significant in question 14, as a 
local government, which groups 
are most exposed/vulnerable to 
the impacts of that climate 
hazard?

"People experiencing homelessness","Seniors"

18. Based on the hazard you 
indicated as third most significant 
in question 14, as a local 
government, which groups are 
most exposed/vulnerable to the 
impacts of that climate hazard?

"all groups"

19. Select the top three 
factors your local government or 
Modern Treaty Nation needs most 
to increase the capacity to adapt 
to climate impacts and build 
community resilience.

"Increased funding","Increased staff knowledge, expertise and data 
specific to climate adaptation","Increased staff capacity"

20. How does your local 
government or Modern Treaty 
Nation ensure equitable access to, 
and distribution of, climate action 
opportunities and benefits?

"There are no specific measures in place at this time to ensure 
equitable access to, and distribution of, opportunities and benefits"

21. Do the climate action plan(s) 
and priorities of your local 
government or Modern Treaty 
Nation align with the climate 
action plans and priorities of 
senior levels of government?

"Yes, we assess our plans and priorities for multilevel alignment"

22. Is your local government a 
signatory to the B.C. Climate 
Action Charter or a Modern Treaty 
Nation?

Yes
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23. To demonstrate commitment 
to climate action, climate 
investments (i.e., matching 
funding or in-kind contributions) 
equivalent to 20% of the 
provincial funding received are 
required of local governments and 
Modern Treaty Nations. The intent 
is to show past, current, and 
future investments in climate 
action and create awareness and 
education.

"Staff time","Climate or energy studies and/or assessments","Climate 
or energy plans, policies and/or strategy development","Climate 
resilient infrastructure and/or capital project(s)"

24. Please provide your (or survey 
primary contact's) first and last 
name.

Jessie Proske

25. Please indicate your (or survey 
primary contact's) position with 
your local government or Modern 
Treaty Nation.

Deputy Director of Finance

26. Please provide your (or survey 
primary contact's) business email 
address.

jproske@comox.ca

27. Please provide your (or survey 
primary contact's) business phone 
number.

2503316419
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Local Government Climate Action Program Attestation Form

Instructions for the Attestor:
1.   Complete and sign this form by filling in the fields below.
2.   Email the completed and signed form to LGCAP@gov.bc.ca.

I, the Chief Financial Officer, or equivalent position, of ________________________________ (name of 
local government) confirm the following:

1.    That Local Government Climate Action Program funding has been, or will be, allocated to climate 
action.

2.    That if funds are held in reserve, they will be spent by the end of March 2025.
3.    That a completed and signed version of this form will be submitted by email to the Climate Action 

Secretariat, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy by July 29, 2022.
               a.   If council approval is required, it will be submitted no later than September 30, 2022.
4.    That a completed and signed version of this form will be publicly posted by September 30, 2022.
5.    That a completed and exported version of the program survey (submitted online) will be publicly 

posted by September 30, 2022.

Attested to by me at (name of local government) ________________________________________ 
on (date) ___________________ 20_________

Signature of Attestor: 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Attestor: 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Title or Profession of Attestor (i.e. Chief Financial Officer or equivalent position): 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number of Attestor: 
____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address of Attestor: 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy

Climate Partnerships and 
Engagement Branch

Climate Action Secretariat

Mailing Address:
PO Box 9486
Stn Prov Govt
Victoria BC  V8W 9W6

Email: env.mail@gov.bc.ca

Website: 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
environment/climate-change
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