
Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting,

Present:

Absent:

Call to Order:

N. Minions

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. with 21 members of the public in attendance.

Mayor

Nil

Mayor Minions respectfully acknowledged that the land on which we gather and work is on the unceded 
traditional territory of the K'ómoks First Nation, the traditional keepers of this land.

Councillors S. Blacklock, K. Grant, C. Haslett (electronically),
J. Kerr, J. Meilleur, M. Swift

J. Wall, Chief Administrative Officer
S. Russwurm, Corporate Officer
G. Kreek, Director of Finance
M. Kamenz, Director of Development Services
G. Schreiner, Fire Chief

Staff Present:

held in Council Chambers on Wednesday January 24, 2024

TOWN OF COMOX

1.  INTRODUCTION AND APPROVAL OF LATE ITEMS:  NIL

2.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
a.

THAT the January 24, 2024, Regular Council Meeting agenda be Adopted.
Adoption of Agenda

Adoption of Agenda

(2024.001)   --   CARRIED
3.  DELEGATIONS:

a.

Dana Forsgran provided an overview of a situation table. The delegate is requesting that a 
Council member consider participating in the Situation Table "System Leaders Group," advising 
the Table regarding strategic planning and utilizing the Table's risk data to lead systems change 
in the community.

Delegation - Situation Table

Dayna Forsgren, Coordinator & Co-Chair; Karen McKinnon, Chair and Director - The 
Comox Valley Situation Table

b.

Raymond Morin provided an overview of the d"Esterre Seniors Centre. The board is requesting 
$60,000 in funding to hire an executive director for the d’Esterre Seniors Centre.

Delegation - d'Esterre 
Seniors Centre

Raymond Morin, President; Susan Toresdahl, Vice President - d'Esterre Seniors Centre 
Association

THE MEETING RECESSED AT 5:45 P.M. AND WAS CALLED BACK TO ORDER AT 5:50 P.M.
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4.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
a.

THAT the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council, held in Council Chambers on Wednesday, 
December 6, 2023, be Adopted as Amended.

Regular Council Meeting 
Minutes

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

(2024.002)   --   CARRIED
b.

THAT the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Council, held in Council Chambers on December 13, 
2023, be Adopted.

Special  Council Meeting 
Minutes

Special Council Meeting Minutes

(2024.003)   --   CARRIED
5.  COUNCIL COMMITTEE MINUTES AND REPORTS:

a.

THAT the Minutes of the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting, held in Council Chambers on 
Wednesday, December 13, 2023, be Received.

Strategic Planning 
Committee Meeting Minutes

Strategic Planning Committee Meeting Minutes

(2024.004)   --   CARRIED
b.

THAT the Minutes of the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting, held in Council Chambers on 
Wednesday, January 10, 2024, be Received.

Strategic Planning 
Committee Meeting

Strategic  Planning Committee Meeting Minutes

(2024.005)   --   CARRIED

Budget Timeline Policy

THAT the Council Budget Timeline Policy CCL-066 be amended to move the operating 
budget decisions to coincide with the capital and special project decisions.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS:

COMMITTEE   
RECOMMENDATION:

(1)

(2024.006)   --   CARRIED
6.  CONSENT AGENDA:

a.

THAT the Consent Agenda items as follows be received for information:

a. Mairanne Alto, Victoria Mayor, December 1, 2023, red light and speed cameras

b. Emma Tillotson, December 4, 2023, automated carts

c. Marlee Fitzpatrick, December 6, 2023, genocide in Palestine

d. Mel McLachlan, December 7, 2023, minor variance applications

1.
Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda
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a.

e. Trish Mandewo, UBCM President, 2nd Community Works Fund payment

f. Steven Faraher-Amidon, December 15, 2023, collection/recycling of old waste containers

g. Maurito Prato, Lush Valley Food Action Society, December 21, 2023, recommendations for 
1966 Guthrie Rd development.

h. David & Heather Sivers, December 21, 2023, 2024 organic collection limit concerns.

i. Pat Carl, Comox Electric Vehicle Association, December 28, 2023, EV ready infrastructure.

J. Kerene Dickenson, December 27, 2023, local transit strike.

K. Don Pardiac, January 2, 2024, automated collection

l. Lynn Lewis, January 5, 2024, automated collection

m. Cole-Hamilton, January 5, 2024, Elected Officials Forum

n. Guy Pollard, January 8, 2024, unhoused

o. Alex Howell, Airbnb, January 10, 2024, airbnb legislation

p. Judy Morrison, January 11, 2024, widening of Lazo Rd

q. Michael Raymont, January 15, 2024, automated collection

r. David Sivers, January 16, 2024, automated collection

s. Trish Mandewo, January 18, 2024, UBCM, Housing Summit

1.
Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda

(2024.007)   --   CARRIED
THAT item G. (Maurito Prato, Lush Valley Food Action Society, December 21, 2023, 
recommendations for 1966 Guthrie Rd development) be removed from the Consent Agenda 
for discussion.

2.

(2024.008)   --   CARRIED
THAT the following automated collection items be removed from the Consent Agenda for 
discussion.

B.Emma Tillotson, December 4, 2023, automated carts

H. David & Heather Sivers, December 21, 2023, 2024 organic collection limit concerns.

K. Don Pardiac, January 2, 2024, automated collection

l. Lynn Lewis, January 5, 2024, automated collection

3.
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a.

Q. Michael Raymont, January 15, 2024, automated collection

R. David Sivers, January 16, 2024, automated collection

3.
Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda

(2024.009)   --   CARRIED
THAT the following items be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion.

N. Guy Pollard, January 8, 2024, unhoused

O. Alex Howell, Airbnb, January 10, 2024, airbnb legislation

S. Trish Mandewo, January 18, 2024, UBCM, Housing Summit

4.

(2024.010)   --   CARRIED
7.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a.

Council agreed to discuss this item in conjuntion with the Item 7c Marina Rates Fees 2024.
Municipal Marina

December 6, 2023 Delegation - Municipal Marina

b.

THAT the following questions be asked regarding the Evo E-Bike Program;
1. In case of theft or damage, where does responsibility for liability reside?
2. Where are the hub locations situated, whether on Town or private property?
3. What is the plan for Comox Nautical Days and Filberg Festivals, and is there a way we can 
ensure the inclusion of those details in the plan?
4. Does staff have input on the boundaries of where these bikes can go in or around the Town of 
Comox? 
and,
THAT the motion be referred to an upcoming Regular Council Meeting.

Evo E-Bike Program
December 6, 2023 Delegation - CVRD & BCAA Evolve E-Bike Program

(2024.011)   --   CARRIED
c.

THAT the Comox Municipal Marina Fees and Regulations Amendment Bylaw No. 2010.01 be 
given Second Reading.

1.
 Marina Rates Fees 2024

2024 Marina Rates Bylaw No. 2010.01

(2024.012)   --   CARRIED
THAT the Comox Municipal Marina Fees and Regulations Amendment Bylaw No. 2010.01 be 
given Third Reading.

2.

(2024.013)   --   CARRIED
THAT the Comox Municipal Marina Improvement Fee be forwarded to 2025 rate 
considerations upon the completion of the Economic Development and Downtown Action 
Plan.

3.

(2024.014)   --   CARRIED
8.  SPECIAL REPORTS:  NIL
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9.  BYLAW ADOPTIONS:
a.

THAT Town of Comox Subdivision and Development Servicing Amendment Bylaw No. 2015 be 
Adopted.

Subdivision and 
Development Servicing 
Amendment

Amendment to ‘Town of Comox Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw, 1261’ 
alter Cypress Road design standards

(2024.015)   --   CARRIED
10. NEW BUSINESS:

a.

THAT Development Variance Permit DVP 23-15 for 2090 Beaton Avenue be issued subject to the 
Development Variance Permit Conditions listed in Schedule 1 of the January 24, 2024 Planning 
Report on DVP 23-15.

Development Variance Permit
  Development Permit Variance Application DVP 23-15:  2090 Beaton Avenue

(2024.016)   --   CARRIED
b.

THAT Council approve Schedule A, attached to the January 24, 2024 report from the Chief 
Administrative Officer titled “2024 Operating Budget Report” with funds included for a term 
Deputy Director of Development Services and $80,000 in additional funds for staff in the 
Recreation Department for inclusion in the 2024-2028 Financial Plan.

1.

2024 Operating Budget 
Report

2024 Operating Budget Report

(2024.017)   --   CARRIED
THAT Council approve 50% of all non market growth for the 2024 Financial plan be 
included as approved operating expenses including the hiring of an additional seasonal 
parks employee.

2.

(2024.018)   --   CARRIED
c.

THAT the Fees and Charges Amendment Bylaw No. 2016.02 be given First Reading.1.
Fees and Charges Bylaw

Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2016.02

(2024.019)   --   CARRIED
THAT the Fees and Charges Amendment Bylaw No. 2016.02 be given Second Reading.2.

(2024.020)   --   CARRIED
THAT the Fees and Charges Amendment Bylaw No. 2016.02 be given Third Reading.3.

(2024.021)   --   CARRIED

Approved February 7, 2024
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF WEDNESDAY JANUARY 24, 2024 Page 5



TOWN OF COMOX - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

d.

THAT the Town prepare a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Reading Report to:

a. amend Comox Planning Procedures Bylaw 1780 to delegate to the Director of Development 
Services the power to issue minor development variance permits in accordance with the 
framework described in the January 24, 2024 Staff Report on PR 23-29 Delegation of Minor DVPs 
to Staff; and,

b. amend the parking regulations contained in Comox Zoning Bylaw 1850 to apply the downtown 
parking standards for dimensions of maneuvering aisles, parking, and loading spaces to the entire 
Town.

Delegation of Minor DVPs to 
Staff

Delegation of Minor DVPs to Staff

(2024.022)   --   CARRIED
e.

THAT the Town of Comox contribute $26,000 to the Home Energy Navigators Program in 
collaboration with the Comox Valley Regional District, K’ómoks First Nation, and City of 
Courtenay.

1.

Home Energy Navigator 
Program

Home Energy Navigator Program

(2024.023)   --   DEFEATED
[Opposed:  Councillors SBlacklock CHaslett KGrant MSwift] 

THAT the following questions be asked regarding the Home Energy Navigator Program; 
 1.Would there be any consideration for an income threshold?
 2.Would there be any consideration for a 50-50 split between the program and the 

homeowner?
 3.Does it take over the home energy audit? 

and, 
THAT the original motion be referred to at a future Regular Council Meeting.

2.

(2024.024)   --   CARRIED
[Opposed:  Councillor SBlacklock] 

f.

THAT Council endorse the proposed budget of $315,000 including $60,000 allocated to 
community engagement for the 2024/25 OCP Review and direct staff to issue a Request for 
Proposals focused on land use and meeting provincial regulation changes.

AMENDING MOTION:
THAT the main motion be amended with the following text: "and, THAT staff review the list 
of plans and reference documents to be included in the OCP for review."

1.

Official Community Plan 
Review

Official Community Plan Review: Project Scoping and RFP Outline

(2024.025)   --   CARRIED
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f.

MAIN MOTION AS AMENDED:

THAT Council endorse the proposed budget of $315,000 including $60,000 allocated to 
community engagement for the 2024/25 OCP Review and direct staff to issue a Request for 
Proposals focused on land use and meeting provincial regulation changes; and

THAT staff review the list of plans and reference documents to be included in the OCP for 
review.

2.

Official Community Plan 
Review

Official Community Plan Review: Project Scoping and RFP Outline

(2024.026)   --   CARRIED
g.

Whereas, municipalities across BC are facing infrastructure funding shortfalls to maintain current 
infrastructure and as a result are implementing significant municipal tax increases, 
 
And whereas, continued population growth and housing demand is resulting in the need for 
municipalities to expand their recreation, fire, police, parks, and administration services at a level 
greater than can be accomplished through the use of the newly introduced Amenity Cost 
Contribution authority,
 
Therefore be it resolved that AVICC and UBCM petition the Province of British Columbia to 
provide increased funding to support capital expansions of municipal service infrastructure.

Increased Funding for 
Municipal Infrastructure

Increased funding to support capital expansions of municipal service infrastructure.

(2024.027)   --   CARRIED
h.

The Council deliberated and agreed on the Council's priorities to be discussed with MLA Ronna-
Rae Leonard as follows:
  1.   Infrastructure Funding (as proposed by Council Grant in Item G)
  2.   Affordable housing and contribution policy (Provincial plan to take over contributions on 
new developments and affordable housing?)
  3.   Treatment beds in smaller communities,
  3a. Funding for Situation Tables, 
  4.   Pump track/Bike park project is currently unfunded,
  5.   Watershed challenges.

Lunch with MLA Ronna-Rae Leonard: 3 Council priorities to the Provincial Government 
(advocacy)

i.

THAT the Town of Comox supports the resolution by Courtenay Councillor Will Cole-
Hamilton, which he is presenting to the Comox Valley Regional District Board, concerning 
the Extreme Weather Response Shelter System.

1.
Proposed AVICC Resolution

Chair Will Cole-Hamilton: Support for Proposed AVICC resolutions

(2024.028)   --   CARRIED
THAT the Town of Comox supports the resolution by Courtenay Councillor Will Cole-
Hamilton, which he is presenting to the Comox Valley Regional District Board, concerning 
the AVICC Housing Authority Feasibility Study Work.

2.

(2024.029)   --   DEFEATED
[Opposed:  Mayor Minions, Councillors SBlacklock CHaslett 

KGrant MSwift] 
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11. NOTICE OF MOTION:  NIL

12. CORRESPONDENCE:
a.

THAT the December 3, 2023, letter from Janette Martin-Lutzer of the Comox Valley Ukrainian 
Cultural Society requesting their subsidized use of the Sail Buildings and Community Centre, be 
received and the request granted to the end of 2024.

CV Ukrainian Society

Janette Martin-Lutzer, Comox Valley Ukrainian Society, Request for an extension of the 
Sail Building subsidy

(2024.030)   --   CARRIED
b.

THAT Town of Comox consent to the adoption of the Comox Valley Regional District Bylaw No. 
654 being “Bylaw No. 795 being "Comox Valley Sports Track and Fields Service Conversion Bylaw 
No. 2353, 2001, Amendment No. 2" under section 346 of the Local Government Act.

CVRD Bylaw No. 795
Lisa Dennis, CVRD, Bylaw No. 795, Comox Valley Sports Track and Fields Service

(2024.031)   --   CARRIED
[Opposed:  Councillor KGrant] 

c.

THAT the January 17, 2024, letter from Pete Chambers of the Comox BIA requesting the Town 
reallocate $11,600 for the Halloween Parade, Mayors Tree Lighting and Winter Market and 
Summer Fest be received, and the request granted for 2024.

Comox BIA 2024 Event 
Collaboration

Pete Chambers, Comox BIA 2024 Event Collaboration

(2024.032)   --   CARRIED
d.

THAT the December 1, 2023 letter from Deborah Renz and Dale Pateman of the Sid Williams 
Theatre Society request for funding be received, and it be referred to an upcoming Regular Council 
Meeting with other funding requests for further discussion.

Sid Williams Theatre
Deborah Renz, Sid Williams Theatre, Request for funding

(2024.033)   --   CARRIED
13. LATE ITEMS:  NIL

14. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:
a.

Councillor Blacklock advised that he attended a meeting with the Comox Valley Social Planning 
Committeee and commended Councillor Kerr for delivering a presentation on the Town of 
Comox’ efforts to address housing and homelessness.

Councillor Blacklock

b.
Councillor Swift advised that the memberships to the Filberg Lodge are still available.
Councillor Swift
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c. Councillor Kerr 

Councillor Kerr advised that he attended the following meetings: 
- Presented at the CV Social Planning Society meeting about the Town of Comox' efforts to 
address housing and homelessness. 
- Coalition to End Homelessness meeting (emergency shelter discussion) 
- Back Road citizens' group - road safety 
- Comox Marina boaters group 
- 2 CVRD Board meetings 
- Hospital board meeting 
- Waste management board meeting 
- Recreation commission meeting 
- Sewage commission meeting 

d. Councillor Grant 

Councillor Grant advised that he had nothing to report other than what was discussed during 
the Couoncil meeting. 

e. Councillor Meilleur 

Councillor Meilleur reported that she attended a Food Policy sub-committee meeting and 
commended the Regional Emergency Management service for their efforts in establishing 
warming centres. 

g. Mayor Minions 

Mayor Minions praised the Town staff for their handling of feedback regarding the new 
automated garbage collection service rollout and expressed appreciation to the Town staff for 
their effective response to the ice and snow during the cold weather. The Mayor also shared 
details about the upcoming Coldest Night of the Year walk on February 24th encouraging 
everyone to join "Team GoMox" and expressed appreciation to the Comox Fire Department for 
their active participation in the event. 

17. RESOLUTION TO GO IN-CAMERA: NIL 

18. RISE AND REPORT FROM IN-CAMERA: NIL 

Adjournment: 

Regularly moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn at 8:56 p.m. 

Certified correct pursuant to Section 97(1)(b) of the Community Charter. 

MAYOR 

CORPORATE OFFICER 
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